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INTRODUCTION
In 1888, the state of Virginia granted Sarah A Pollard of.King William County,
Virginia a $30 annual pension. She received this pension because her husband, William
George Pollard, a Confederate soldier, had been killed in 1862 in Sharpsburg, Maryland at
the Battle of Antietam. 1 Another King William County resident, Augustine Atkins,
received a $15 annual pension beginning in 1888 because of wounds received in the Civil
War which fractured and incapacitated his right arm. He died September 16, 1916, at
which time the state paid $25 for his funeral expenses. 2
These two Virginians received pensions as part of a southern effort to provide for
the well-being of aging and destitute Confederate veterans and their widows.
Surprisingly, very little has been written about the Confederate pension system. James R.
Young wrote a short article on Georgia's Confederate pension expenditures, and Ervin L.
Jordan, Jr. briefly recounted black Confederate pensioners in Virginia. 3 An insignificant
amount of research has been done detailing the progression of Confederate pension

1Pension Application for Sarah A Pollard,

1888 Roll; Annual Report of the
Auditor of Public Accounts (1888). Hereinafter, cited as Annual Report.
2Annual Report (1888-1916); Pension Application for Augustine Atkins, 1888
Roll; Pension Application for Rosa Atkins, 1902 Roll; Gregory J. Macaluso, Morris,
Orange, and King William Artillery, Virginia Regimental Series (Lynchburg, Virginia: H.
E. Howard, Inc., 1991). Hereinafter, cited as Morris.
3James R. Young, "Confederate Pensions in Georgia, 1886-1929," Georgia
Historical Quarterly 66 (Spring, 1982): 47-52. Hereinafter, cited as "Confederate
Pensions in Georgia." Ervin L. Jordan, Jr., Black Confederates and Afro-Yankees in Civil
War Virginia (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1995), 196-99. Hereinafter,
cited as Black Confederates.
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legislation. 4 In comparison, Union pension legislation and pensioners have received more
attention. William H. Glasson's 1918 work, Federal Military Pensions in the United

Stares, remains the oft-quoted source of Union pension data. 5 Maris A. Vinovskis and
Theda Skocpol have performed the most recent Union pension research. 6
This thesis seeks to understand the development, implementation, and success of
Confederate pensions in the state of Virginia. A review of the legislation will trace a
common concern for the welfare of Confederate veterans. A quantitative analysis of
Virginia's pension system from 1888 to 1927 will be followed by a closer look at how
pensions affected its recipients on the local level. King William County's Confederate

4References

have been made in past works that the relief of Confederate veterans
was part of a greater social effort in the South to honor the Confederate veteran; see
Lloyd A. Hunter, "The Sacred South: Postwar Confederates and the Sacralization of
Southern Culture" (Ph.D. diss., Saint Louis University, 1978), 81; Gaines M. Foster,
Ghosts of the Confederacy· Defeat, The Lost Cause, and the Emergence of the New
South, 1865 to 1913 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987); William W. White, Ihe.
Confederate Veteran, Confederate Centennial Studies (Tuscaloosa, Alabama:
Confederate Publishing Company, Inc., 1962), 107-10. White further argues that the
United Confederate Veterans formed, in part, to exert political pressure on Southern
states for a Confederate pension; see page 27. A more recent work on the post-war
reunification efforts of the United Confederate Veterans includes a brief recounting of
how the Southern pension system inadequately imitated Union pensions; see Vance R.
Skarstedt, "The Confederate Veteran Movement and National Reunification" (Ph.D. diss.,
Florida State University, 1993), 192-208.
swilliam H. Glasson, Federal Military Pensions in the United States (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1918).
6Maris A. Vinovskis, "Have Social Historians Lost the Civil War? Some
Preliminary Demographic Speculations," Journal of American History 76 (June 1989):
34-58; Theda Skocpol, Protecting Soldiers and Mothers· The Political Origins of Social
Policy in the United States (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1992). Hereinafter,
cited as Protecting Soldiers and Mothers.
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pensioners will be examined. What follows is a review of Virginia's Confederate pension
system.

CHAPTER 1
VIRGINIA'S CONFEDERATE PENSION LEGISLATION, 1866-1927
After the Civil War, Confederate veterans sought after and won important
legislation in Virginia to provide for their physical needs until their deaths. Not only were
the veterans' financial burdens eased, but their progeny were supported by state legislation
offering benefits, usually through cash payments in the form of an annual pension.
Virginia's pension system developed through a progression of proposed bills and laws.
This effort began the year after General Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox with the
first bill authorizing veterans to receive artificial limbs. The artificial limb drive preceded
commutations, a one time disbursement of direct cash payments to those veterans who
could not be fitted for an artificial limb. By 1888, commutations developed into the first
pension legislation which was continually amended for the sake of clarity and breadth,
continuing into the 1920s. The legislative record reveals much about the legislators'
concerns for their constituents.
Artificial Limb Legislation, 1866-1870
The first recorded proposed relief for Confederate veterans took place December
13, 1865. Delegate A S. Hancock, representing Chesterfield County, presented a bill for
the Committee for Courts of Justice to "enquire what legislation is necessary for the relief
of the disabled soldiers of this commonwealth who served in the confederate army." 1

I Virginia. Journal of the House of Delegates (1866) 78. Hereinafter, cited as

Journal of the House. The work within these legislative committees could not be located.
Alternative sources were consulted to attempt to locate reasons for delays, such as
Hancock's proposal. See Methodology.
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Delegate J. Wood, Jr., representing Albemarle County, made a similar request in the same
session for the Committee of Propositions and Grievances to report on a recommendation
for aid to disabled veterans. 2 No response was received on Hancock's proposal, but the
Committee on Propositions and Grievances reported back on January 12, 1866 "that they
deem it inexpedient to legislate on this subject." The bill was subsequently dropped from
consideration. 3
The next session of the House of Delegates witnessed two proposals for providing
artificial limbs for Confederate veterans. These proposals resulted in House Bill 50,
presented to the Virginia Senate on December 19, 1866, "to provide artificial limbs for
citizens ofthis commonwealth who lost their limbs in the late war. 114 Edmund C.
Robinson, state Senator from the city of Norfolk, offered an amendment which would pay
the residents a like amount of money if they could not be fitted for an artificial limb.
Senator George H. Peck, representing Giles, Montgomery, Roanoke, and Craig counties,
further recommended that the recipients should be paid double the price of a limb . House
Bill 50 was committed to the Senate's Committee on Finance, a standard procedure for
further study and recommendation. 5 More amendments were proposed before a mutual
bill was agreed upon by a conference committee with the House of Delegates. The
submitted bill appropriated $20,000, subsequently passing the General Assembly on

2Ibid., 137.

3Ibid., 152.

4Journal ofthe House (1867) 31. Delegates J.B. Baldwin, representing Augusta
County, and R. Gibboney, representing Wythe County, were the catalysts for House Bill
50.
svirginia. Senate Journal (1867) 79-80. Hereinafter, cited as Senate Journal.
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January 29, 1867. 6 Another act was necessary three years later when $20,000 more was
appropriated "to Provide Artificial Legs for Citizens of the Commonwealth who lost their
Legs during the late war. n7
Delegate E. S. Bishop from Lee County in the 1872 session proposed bills which
would pay veterans money instead of providing artificial limbs. 8 Some veterans
apparently were not receiving limbs that fit, or may not have had any use for an artificial
limb if they were extremely incapacitated. 9 The result was a bill paying veterans money in
lieu of artificial limbs. A possible sign of Reconstruction pressure was manifest in this act
when an amendment stated that "colored men who lost legs as soldiers or employees in the
late war shall be entitled to the benefits of this act." 10
Another development addressing concerns besides the artificial limbs involved the
children of the veterans orphaned by their father's death or his inability to sustain an

6Virginia. Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State
of Virginia (1866-67) 575-76. Hereinafter, cited as Act£.
7Am (1870) 533-34. This bill, approved November 1, 1870, was proposed by J.
A. McCaull, delegate from Roanoke County; see Journal of the House (1870) 434.

8Journal of the House (1872) 220, 272.
9Ibid., 194. Marshall Hanger, representing Augusta County, must have been
influenced by veterans whose artificial limbs did not fit for he proposed a bill that these
men receive another one replacing the ill-fitting original.
10Am (1872) 440-41. When House Bill 254 first passed the House of Delegates,
the vote was 95-3. Two of the three nay votes were cast by African-Americans, free-born
Rufus S. Jones, representing Elizabeth City County, and ex-slave Peter J. Carter,
representing Northampton County. The third delegate, Watson R. Wentworth, also
represented a Tidewater county, Essex; see Journal of the House (1872) 374; Luther
Porter Jackson, Negro Office-Holders In Virginia, 1865-1895 (Norfolk: Guide Quality
Press, 1945), 7, 24. Hereinafter, cited as Negro Office-Holders.
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adequate standard of living for the family. On June 28, 1870, state Senator Charles
Herndon, representing Stafford, Spotsylvania, and Louisa counties, presented a petition
from William F. Broaddus requesting a special appropriation of $2, 000 to educate the
children of deceased and disabled soldiers. The Committee on Finance considered the
request "inexpedient" and laid it on the table. 11
Commutation Legislation, 1870-1888
Apparently, not all eligible residents received the benefits of artificial limbs for
another $20,000 was appropriated in 1873. With this appropriation came an added
provision that a commutation could be paid in lieu of the artificial limb if the limb could
not be fitted or the disability of the veteran was too great to warrant a limb_ 12 Taking a
cue from Delegate Bishop two years earlier, the Senate changed its wording to provide
veterans direct cash benefits. On December 12, 1874, Senator Auburn L. Pridemore,
representing Lee, Wise, and Buchanan counties, presented Senate Bill 48, "A bill to
provide by commutation for soldiers of the late war, who lost limbs in the service of this
state and are citizens thereof" 13 The bill never passed, for debate occurred over the
coverage of the commutation, if orphans and widows should be included, as well as the

llsenate Journal (1870) 562, 566, 622. Unfortunately, no records exist to reveal
if the $2, 000 appropriation would have been adequate to educate Confederate orphans.
12Aru (1873) 14-15. Free-born Delegate Peter K. Jones, representing
Greenesville, attempted to prevent the passage of this bill by offering a motion to dismiss
it, but was unsuccessful. Another black free-born legislator, Delegate John W. B.
Matthews representing the city of Petersburg, had his motion rejected which would have
ordered the Auditor to describe how many artificial legs were needed and what the cost
would be for each leg; see Journal of the House (1873) 35, 52, 57; Negro Office-Holders,
23, 26, 28.

Bsenate Journal (1875) 60.

8

economic status of the applicant, if the minimum amount of personal property allowed
should be $500 or $1,000. 14 The legislature appropriated an additional $6,000 on
February 20, 1874 followed by $3,000 on February 23, 1875, for the original 1870
appropriations had been exhausted. 15 The next year, Delegate H. L. D. Lewis,
representing Clarke County, proposed more appropriations for an artificial limb or
commutation. 16 House Bill 8, received by the Senate on December 14, 1875,
appropriated another $6, 000 for payment or the fitting of artificial limbs and also
stipulating that no more than $60 should be provided as a commutation. The bill further
stated that $2,000 of the $6,000 should be set aside for those who have not yet received a
benefit, but whose application was already on file. Senator Wyatt M. Elliott, representing
Fluvanna, Buckingham, and Appomattox counties, suggested that the commutation be
extended to those who also lost an eye. 17 The House of Delegates refused to concur with
the amendment, and the bill passed without including those veterans who lost an eye. 18
However, in the next session of the General Assembly, a bill passed on March 29, 1877
which defined the loss of an eye as equal to the loss of a limb. 19 The bill also directed the

14Ibid., 70, 88, 110, 113, 137-38.
15.Act..s.(1874) 40-41; Acts.(1875) 98.
16Joumal of the House (1876) 54.
17senate Journal (1876) 68, 95-96.
18Ibid., 202 ...
19Joumal of the House (1877) 251. P.H. McCaull, delegate from Pulaski,
proposed House Bill 241 to make the loss of an eye equal to the loss of a limb. His
proposal does not state this equation of body parts, but his meaning becomes clear when
he suggests a commutation in lieu of a limb or eye.

9

Auditor of Public Accounts to keep the commutation rates among Confederate veterans
equal among each county or district, thereby avoiding partisan politics in the commutation
distribution. 20 An important measure, sponsored by Delegate A. H. H. Stuart,
representing Augusta County, added sailors and marines as eligible recipients to this 1877
act, expanding the number of Confederate veterans eligible for its benefits.21
Both houses of the General Assembly presented several other commutation bills in

1878 and 1879. The emphasis, as indicated by the proposed and passed amendments, was
to make the commutation $60 and to provide a commutation to any Confederate veteran
then residing in Virginia who had not previously received help from another state. 22 The
legislature approved further appropriations: $15,000 in 1878 and an additional $15,000 in

1879. 23 The 1879-80 session of the General Assembly included lively commutation
debate with both houses passing bills to provide money to "maimed soldiers, sailors and

20Acts. (1877) 238. Delegate Henry Edmunds, representing Halifax County, made
the request to have the Auditor of Public Accounts, the official who distributed the
commutations, keep track of the names and county of residence for those receiving
disbursements; see Journal of the House (1877) 26, 75. Edmunds made his request twice.
The Auditor responded, but his answer was forwarded to the Committee on Finance and
thus off the available records. The importance, though, of including an equal distribution
in the law became manifest when Delegate R. T. Hubard, Jr. of Buckingham County
successfully amended McCaull's House Bill 241 to have the distributions spread evenly
among Congressional districts; see Journal of the House (1877) 271, 301, 448; Negro
Office-Holders, 9. Two delegates opposed House Bill 241, William Smith, representing
Fauquier County, and ex-slave Isaac Dabbs, representing Charlotte County. Very little
opposition faced these bills as they made their way through the legislature, but blacks
apparently made up a significant portion of this resistance.
21 Journal of the House (1877) 271.
22senate Journal (1879) 114, 162, 212, 215, 304, 321, 384-85.
23Acts. (1878) 180-81; Acts. (1879) 73.
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marines in lieu of artificial limbs or eyes." Senator H. H. Riddleberger, representing
Shenandoah and Page counties, became the main proponent in the Senate pushing for a
commutation bill. However, his efforts came to naught as the General Assembly endorsed
House Bill 342 on the final day of the session, March 9, 1880.24
A significant act was passed on March 4 of the 1880 session of the General
Assembly which would "allow commutation for artificial arm to Josephine Robinson,
widow of Walter Robinson, deceased." Apparently, Mr. Robinson passed away before he
could collect his $40 commutation and the amount was transferred to his wife. 25 This
transfer is the first known evidence of a widow receiving money from the state's
commutations for Confederate veterans.
The 1882 General Assembly passed another $30,000 appropriation for
commutations to soldiers who had not yet received one, or who had received a partial
payment. A maximum of $60 was again set aside for these veterans. 26 This act,

24 Senate Journal (1880) 48, 54, 195-96, 203, 341, 359, 470, 479-80, 496. House
Bill 342 was proposed by the Committee on Finance after delegates W. A. J. Finney,
representing Pittsylvania County and the city of Danville, George H. Jewett, representing
Chesterfield and Powhatan counties and the city of Manchester, and C. E. Nicol,
representing Prince William County, made separate proposals for an appropriation; see
Journal of the House (1880) 218, 223, 277-78. The need for this money was manifest also
by the speed with which House Bill 342 passed the General Assembly. The Committee on
Finance presented the bill on a Thursday, March 4. By the next Tuesday, March 9, the bill
had passed the General Assembly, receiving a unanimous vote in the House of Delegates,
69-0; see Journal of the House (1880) 429, 466. The Senate passed the bill the same day,
but by a 27-4 margin. Senator Riddleberger tried to get the House version sent to
committee, but his motion was rejected. Apparently, he wanted his name on the passed
version, for Senate Bill 119 provided the same appropriations as the House bill.
Riddleberger's bill passed the Senate on March 3, but was dismissed in the House; see
Senate Journal (1880) 422, 496.
25Acts (1880) 154-55.
26Acts (1882) 126-27.
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originating as Senate Bill 113, received an important amendment in the House of
Delegates. James Lyons, Jr., representing the city of Richmond, added that eligibility be
extended not only to those veterans who had lost a limb or eye, but also to those who are
"otherwise disabled. 1127 This act was passed, with the amendment, on February 14, 1882.

lff the same General Assembly session, Delegate Richard H. Cardwell, representing
Hanover County, presented a resolution that was agreed upon to have the Auditor of
Public Accounts supply the number of applications received and how many were yet to be
paid a commutation. John E. Massey, the auditor, responded listing five hundred
applicants who had received $30 apiece since 1879. He listed another 204 who had yet to
receive any disbursements. Further, Massey estimated another $30,000 would be required
to pay all 704 applicants a total of $60 apiece. 28 Apparently the amount already
appropriated by the legislature was insufficient, for the Auditor reported back to the
House ofDelegates's Committee on Finance on April 6. 29 Subsequently, the General
Assembly appropriated another $10,000 on April 22, 1882. 30
Two years later, the General Assembly appropriated $60,000 "in lieu of artificial
limbs or eyes." The act authorized a $60 payment for each limb or eye lost. A certificate
from the court was necessary along with a physician's statement verifying that the limb or
eye must have been lost "while in service" or so "permanently disabled by wounds or

27Journal of the House (1882) 296-97.
281bid., 94-95, 121, House Document IV.
29Jbid., 173.
30Aci..s. (1882) 488.
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surgical operation necessary thereby" that manual labor could not be performed. 31 The
passage of this bill required a joint committee to iron out differences in what amendments
should be included. Two of the interesting proposed amendments that were rejected
became a part of the pension law a few years later. Delegate D. W. Bolen, representing
Carroll County, proposed that widows be included. Delegate J. C. Gibson, representing
the city of Culpeper, tried to add veterans whose limb or eye were worn-out, as opposed
to becoming lost or disabled from military service. 32
Another two years passed before the legislature passed a total of $76,000 for
disabled soldiers and marines. This 1886 act further stipulated that ifthe $60 payment to
the veteran occurred after the soldier died, then "the amount that would otherwise be paid
to him under this act, shall be paid to his widow, ifliving, and if not, to his infant
children. 1133 This strong act allowed a virtual pension if passed each year, a precursor of
the pension law. Delegate W. C. Franklin, representing Appomattox County, submitted
an important resolution which detailed what the veterans wanted and what state legislators
promised them:

31 Acts. (1884) 187-89. The General Assembly approved this act on February 25,

1884.
32Joumal of the House (1884) 214-15.
33 Acts. (1886) 71, 533. The General Assembly passed the original act on February
5, 1886 with an appropriation of $70,000. Another appropriation for $6,000 was
endorsed March 6. The Committee on Finance in the House of Delegates received, after
Henry R. Pollard, representing King and Queen County, requested from the Auditor, a list
of veterans who had applied but not received a commutation. The Auditor responded that
1,148 applicants had not received a disbursement and $68,880 would be needed to pay
each $60. The Committee on Finance responded with House Bill 11 requesting a $70,000
appropriation; see Journal of the House (1886) 37, 40-41, 80.

13

Whereas it is declared in the platform of the Democratic party adopted in
July, 1885, that the commonwealth should respect the sacred duty which it owes
to its needy Confederate soldiers disabled by wounds or disease, and . . . declares
for such annual appropriations as may be adequate to provide for the proper care
and support of disabled Virginia soldiers who need such provision; therefore, be it
Resolved, That the finance committee of this House be and it is hereby
instructed to inquire and report such bill or bills providing such pensions or annual
allowances, as in the opinion of the said committee may be necessary to provide
for the wants and needs of such wounded and disabled Confederate soldiers. 34
The resolution was forwarded on to the Committee on Finance and followed up four days
later by Delegate Andrew J. Terry, representing Charlotte County, who presented "A
petition of disabled and maimed soldiers for commutation to the General Assembly of
Virginia. 1135
In the extra session of 1887, the General Assembly appropriated $72,000, again
with the stipulation that if the veteran died, then the $60 payment would be given to the
widow or infant children. 36 Then, House Bill 365 passed requiring proof of disability in
order to receive a commutation. 37 This proof of disability was required to be sent to the
Auditor of Public Accounts before any further monies could be disbursed. The legislature
accepted proof of disability from doctors who were either treating the veterans or aware
of their condition and lack of physical capabilities. The General Assembly apparently
wanted to gain an idea of how many disabled veterans lived in Virginia and qualified under

34Journal of the House (1886) 434-35, (emphasis mine).
35Ibid., 474. Terry presented the petition on February 23, 1886, and it was
forwarded to the Committee on Finance.
36Acts. (1887) 433-34. This bill passed on May 21, 1887 with only one dissenting
vote, that of Delegate H. H. Downing, representing Warren County; see Journal of the
House (1887) 267-68.
37senate Journal (1887) 319.

14

the set requirements before committing to proceed with further legislation. The bill
required six steps to prove need and disability:
I-proof of residency in the state of Virginia,
2-proof of being a citizen of Virginia during the Civil War,
3-engaged in military service during the war,
4-loss oflimb or eye in battle or to wounds received,
5-dependent on physical labor to sustain himself,
6-and no artificial limbs or eyes or commutations have been received within the
last five years. 38
Morton Marye, the Auditor of Public Accounts, reported to the General Assembly
on December 8, 1887 a list of 169 veterans, 108 of whom were eligible under the
guidelines prepared in the previous session. 39 The next day two commutation bills came
before the House, one by Delegate P. W. Scott, representing Goochland County, and the
other from Delegate E. Parr, representing Patrick County. Both bills were committed to
the Committee on Finance, but a distinct difference existed between the two. Scott's bill
would provide a commutation to orphans and widows. Parr's bill would secure a
commutation for "maimed soldiers." Since nothing came out of the committee, a month
later Delegate J. W. Overby, representing Lunenburg County, presented another bill to aid
widows, and Delegate W. A Anderson, representing Rockbridge County, proposed fiscal
help for disabled soldiers. On February 2 the Committee on Finance presented House Bill
291 to provide aid for wounded soldiers and widows whose husbands died during the
Civil War. Two weeks later, when the House deliberated the bill, W. C. Elam,

38Acts. (1887) 483-84. The General Assembly passed this act on May 23, 1887.
The bill was amended during its passage through the House. Delegate Peter Saunders,
representing Franklin County, added that no attorney or physician could receive a fee for
services rendered in providing proof of a veteran's disability; see Journal of the House
(1887) 304.
39senate Journal (1888) 61; Journal of the House (1888) 40, House Document 2.
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representing Louisa County, attempted to amend the bill to require additionally that the
applicants be at least sixty years old and receive a $60 pension. His proposal fell short by
a vote of 11-57. Again he tried by proposing seventy years of age be the minimum age to
receive a pension of $50. His proposal was once more rebuffed 21-40. House Bill 291
went on to the Senate where some dispute existed over the House version. A conference
conimittee clarified some of the details within the bill.40
1888 Pension Act
On March 5, 1888, the General Assembly approved an annual pension with the
stipulations that the recipient must have been a Virginia resident for one year, have
received no other pension, have an income of no more than $300, and have no personal
property valued at more than $1,000. All veterans must have received a wound "in
discharge of his duty." Each year the state paid $30 for the loss of one arm, leg, foot, or
hand, $60 for the loss of two eyes, feet, hands, one foot and one hand, or total disability
owing to wounds received in the Civil War, and $15 ifthe veteran suffered partial
disability from the conflict. Widows of veterans who died in the war and who remained
unmarried Virginia residents were also eligible to receive a $30 pension, but they were
also subject to the same minimum financial requirements. As part of the application
process, the requisite form was needed along with a judge's certification witnessed by two
people. The initial appropriation for this pension was $65,000. 41 After several years, the

40Joumal of the House (1888), 43, 103-4, 139, 260-61, 366, 485, 508, 511, 52021. One of the added clarifications required widows be unmarried and a resident of
Virginia to be eligible for a pension. These widows would continue their eligibility as long
as they remained an unmarried Virginia resident.
4l_Aru (1888) 469-74. The total state disbursements for the 1888 fiscal year,
which ended September 30, 1888, was $3,039,199.04. The pension appropriation
represented 2.1 % of this budget; see Annual Report (1888). See Table 1.
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filing for subsequent pensions became a concern. Section eight of the original bill was
amended in 1892 which required only a continuance claim form filled out by a judge or
county clerk rather than a repetition of the whole application procedure. 42
The 1888 Act provided pensions only for those veterans disabled as a direct result
ofthe Civil War. Delegate M. S. Newberne, representing Norfolk County, proposed that
the pension law be expanded to veterans not directly disabled by the war, but who were
"incapacitated for the performance of manual labor. 1143 This 1894 General Assembly
session again proposed artificial limb legislation. Senate Bill 277, which provided artificial
limbs to veterans whose names were on the pension rolls, passed. This legislation was an
added bonus beyond the pensions already received. 44
Each subsequent session of the General Assembly witnessed the presentation of
proposals to amend the 1888 pension law, usually for clarification or expansion. The
influence that the veterans themselves exerted on the legislators must have been
significant, especially in districts with a large population of veterans. The legislators were
obligated to represent these men and to present their wishes. One example was Delegate
J. R. Segar, representing Middlesex County, who presented the petition from the Wright
Latane Camp of Confederate Veterans "praying for the Legislature to amend the pension

42A_ru (1892) 851-52. Delegate James S. Jones, representing King and Queen
County, proposed amending section eight on February 10, 1892; see Journal of the House
(1892) 356.
43Journal of the House (1894) 64. He made his proposal on December 7, 1893,
when it was sent to committee and not returned.
441bid., 533, 654. M. L. Walton submitted Senate Bill 277, representing
Shenandoah and Page counties; see Senate Journal (1894) 260.
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law of Virginia." This petition was forwarded on to the Committee on Finance. 45 What
may have been contained in the petition is not known, but the veterans very well may have
requested an increase in pension amounts, as well as expanded coverage. The worthiness
of these veterans to receive a pension would be in line with what Colonel Charles Marshall
spoke of on Robert E. Lee's birthday in 1894 when he related to a Baltimore audience his
eyewitness account of Lee's final surrender at Appomattox. After discussing how
courageous the Confederate rear guard fought before surrender and how they cheered
General Lee as he passed by them on his way to Appomattox Courthouse, Marshall stated
that "Those men made no fraudulent pensioners. When they were done ... he or his
representatives had an indisputable claim to a pension under any kind of a pension law. n46
A concern for providing relief to widows as well as the former Confederate
soldiers suffering from the effects of old age but who were not wounded in the conflict
manifested itself Four bills reached the Senate floor during its 1897-98 session for the
relief of widows and Confederate soldiers. 47 A like number reached the floor of the
House of Delegates. 48 As these requests for expanding the pension act met defeat,
separate bills adding individuals to the pension rolls made their way through the General
Assembly. For example, in 1898, Lindsey Eads, "a disabled and indigent Confederate
soldier of Scott County," "James L. Adams, a disabled Confederate, of the county of

45Journal of the House (1896) 494.
46R. A Brock, ed., Southern Historical Society Papers. Vol. 21, "Appomattox
Courthouse," (Richmond, VA: Southern Historical Society, 1894), 356-57. Hereinafter,
cited as .s.HSE..
47Senate Journal (1898) 96, 274, 637, 677.
48Journal of the House (1898) 161, 418, 594.
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Dickenson," and "Thomas J. Fielder, an ex-Confederate soldier of Bedford county" were
added to the pension roll by individual acts. 49 Several of these veterans were added to the
rolls by the legislature each year, but the 1900 session witnessed a sharp increase in these
individual bills. On March 5, 1900, for example, over four hundred separate bills for relief
of Confederate veterans or their widows were endorsed, each one unanimously, by the
House of Delegates. 50

1900 and 1902 Pension Acts
The 1899-1900 session of the General Assembly witnessed yet another round of
pension debate for widows and ex-Confederate soldiers. House Bill 697 specified relief
for those "who by disease or other infirmities of age is disabled from earning or is without
the means of procuring a support, and to the widows of Virginia soldiers . . . who lost
their lives in said war. 1151 This bill, eventually approved on March 7, 1900 after a week of
General Assembly conferencing, became a separate pension law from the 1888 Act. 52 The

1900 Act made significant changes in the amount of pensions received as well as the
procedure for disbursement. The pensions increased to $50 for the loss of an arm, foot,
leg, or hand, $100 for two eyes, feet, hand, or one hand and one foot, $30 for total

49senate Journal (1898) 598.
50Journal of the House (1900) 605-737.
5lsenate Journal (1900) 559. W. H. Gravely, representing Henry County,
originally proposed House Bill 697 "to provide pensions to certain Confederate soldiers
and marines who have not heretofore been provided for." His proposal was referred to
the Committee on Finance and returned with new language defining need to be based on
disease and infirmity; see Journal of the House (1900) 64, 452.
52senate Journal (1900) 662-63; Journal of the House (1900) 465, 541, 544-45,
595, 598, 615, 744.
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disability, and $15 for partial disability. Widows of former Confederate soldiers also
benefited as long as they remained unmarried: $40 was received by those whose husbands
died during the war. A new provision stipulated $25 for widows whose husbands died
since the war and whose income did not exceed $100. To help the processing of claims, a
Confederate Pension Board was authorized for each city and county, to be composed of
five members, three of whom must be Confederate veterans. The uncompensated board
reviewed the pension rolls in their district for the previous year and determined if the
pensioners remained eligible. The General Assembly passed this bill with an appropriation
of $135,000. 53
The 1901 Virginia state constitutional convention manifested its concern with
pensions by its passage of a special tax law which authorized the assessment of five cents
for every one hundred dollars of personal property. The revenues were to be used for the
payment of pensions. 54 The legislature quickly tried to make use of this new source of
funds by attempting to appropriate $300,000 for pensions. This appropriation, which
passed the Senate on December 17, 1901 during the 1901-2 session of the General
Assembly, was a joint resolution with the House of Delegates. The appropriation was "for
pensions to disabled and deserving Confederate veterans" and was agreed to all in one day

53 Acts. (1900) 1257-62. This appropriation represented 3.8% of the 1900 Virginia
state disbursements of $3,535,343.28; see Annual Report (1900). See Tables 1 and 2. In
his annual address, the Grand Commander of Confederate Veterans for the Department of
Virginia, Stith Bolling, praised the work of the legislators. Bolling considered it to be
"wisdom and justice" for the "decrepit soldiers" and "feeble widows" to receive a pension.
He considered their relief to be Virginia's "sacred obligation"; see Proceedings, 13th
Annual Reunion, Grand Camp Confederate Veterans, Department of Virginia (Richmond:
Privately printed, 1900), 13.
54Virginia. .fuurnal of the Constitutional Convention of Virginia (1901) 63.
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for "postponement, it is feared, may imperil said appropriation." But Governor A. J.
Montague vetoed the appropriation on March 13, 1902 stating that it was unconstitutional
for it had no title. All General Assembly bills must have a title for it to be considered
official legislation. In addition, the Governor asserted that no specific legislation had been
passed to that point which governed the use of the appropriation. He felt that the money
would be idle unless a definite pension act appropriated the money. 55
A new pension act, approved on March 26, 1902, separated pensioners into six
classifications, designated A through F. 56 The House's Committee on Finance proposed
the new act after Delegate John M. Quisenberry, representing Rockbridge County,
presented a resolution from the Lee-Jackson Camp of Confederate Veterans which held a
conference in Lexington on February 21, 1902. 57 The new act, like the 1900 pension act,
became a separate pension law. Stringent salary and property requirements accompanied
it, but the number of veterans receiving aid greatly expanded. If veterans already qualified
under the previous 1888 or 1900 acts, they were not subject to the new requirements.
The new requirements for the 1902 act included a maximum annual income of $150 and
total personal property worth no more than $500. The Auditor of Public Accounts also
kept separate track of the veterans enrolled in each of the three pension acts. The
certification process still required an affidavit from two comrades and two witnesses,
along with a physician's statement of disability. This pension bill also came with an
appropriation of $300,000.58

55senate Journal (1902), 118-19, 310-11.
561bid., 463.
57Journal of the House (1902) 68, 283.
58Aill (1902) 472-97. The $300,000 represented 7.6% of the state disbursement
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The General Assembly presented a multitude of pension-related legislation during
its 1902-3 session. On November 19, 1902 Senator William B. Mcllwaine, representing
Dinwiddie County and the city of Petersburg, proposed a bill that would raise property
taxes to no more than five cents for every one hundred dollars of assessed personal
property to pay for the pensions. Apparently, he wanted to make use of the new state
constitution's provision for a special pension tax. This request was eventually rejected as
the language, according to the Attorney General, was ambiguous. 59 Other bills were
forwarded to amend the existing pension law, such as making the maximum property value

$1, 000 to be eligible for a pension, rerating pensioners who were initially listed as partially
disabled on the pension rolls and subsequently became fully disabled, and rerating the first
pensioners under the 1888 Act to enjoy the full benefits of the 1902 Act. 60 Delegate W.
H. Gravely proposed three bills on January 29, 1904. Two concerned rerating and
amending the 1902 act, but the third was 11 A bill to place on the pension rolls of the State
and exempt all true and loyal ex-Confederate soldiers, sailors, and marines from payment
of all capitation taxes. 11 His bill would have universalized Confederate pensions, but his
proposal, referred to the Committee on Finance, was killed. 61

of $3,948,267.29 for 1902; see Annual Report (1902). See Table 1.
59senate Journal (1903) 70, 87.
60fuid., 414, 1063-64, 1138; Journal of the House (1904) 1194. Pensioners could
be rerated from partial to total disability with the approval of the Confederate Pension
Board and a judge. This change took place with the General Assembly's approval on
December 31, 1903; see Act£ (1904) 797.
61 Journal of the House (1904) 93.
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Whenever new pension legislation passed the General Assembly, adjustments were
necessary to include late applicants. As Confederate veterans became aware of the new
legislation affecting them, they filled out the requisite applications. These applications
were not always received in time for benefits to be paid out in a fiscal year. General
Assembly special provisions reimbursed the pensioners for these late filings. Senate Bill

188, signed into law on March 15, 1904, exemplifies this sort of legislation. This act
authorized the Auditor of Public Accounts to make retroactive payments to pensioners
who were then under the 1902 Act but filed after the September 1, 1903 deadline, thereby
missing the 1903 pension year payment. 62 The act extended the deadline to September

15, 1903, apparently to include all the late-filing applicants. 63
As the pensions began to settle into an annual pattern, additional legislation offered
different ideas on its disbursement. The appointment of a Confederate pension agent in
each county was proposed, as was a one cent stamp on any check over fifty dollars to be
an additional amount paid to pensioners besides their annual pension. 64 These proposals
met defeat in the Senate's Committee on Finance, but some other changes occurred in the
pension laws. The 1906 General Assembly approved an act on March 10, 1906 which
refined residency requirements. Potential pensioners must have been residents of Virginia
on April 1, 1861 or have been a continuous resident for five years. Another change

62Senate Journal (1904) 188, 545. This 1904 act for retroactive payments came
after the pension deadline was extended three times, from the initial September 1, 1902
deadline to January 1, 1903, then February 1, 1903, and then March 1, 1903. Apparently
some more late filers necessitated this additional retroactive provision; see Acts. (1903) 25,
30, 38.
63 Acts (1904) 307.

64senate Journal (1906) 99, 355.
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occurred for those veterans who lost an arm, the maximum personal property requirement
increased to $1,000. And widows who were eligible to receive pensions had to be married
to a Confederate veteran no later than May I, 1866. The final important change in the

1906 Act reduced the Confederate Pension Board in each county or city from five to three
members, two of whom must be ex-Confederates.65
Federal Pension Debates
Going into the 1908 legislative session, important pension debates occurred
among Confederate veterans throughout the South. A bill was being considered in the
United States Congress to provide a pension for Confederate soldiers. The idea of
pensioning Confederate veterans was not new. Twelve years earlier, a Confederate
pension bill was sponsored by Representative Peter J. Otey, a Confederate veteran from
Virginia. In their January 24, 1896 meeting, the R. E. Lee Camp, No. I, Confederate
Veterans resoundingly spoke against Otey's bill. The Camp tendered legal reasons why it
felt the bill to be illicit, then continued with the self-respect portion of its argument.
We must not conclude this report without saying that the failure of the
Government of the United States to provide for our disabled soldiers has resulted
most fortunately for the manhood and womanhood of the South. Notably, it has
caused the formation throughout the South of camps like this. . .. Shall we barter
this for gold? ... get down upon our knees and crawl to the footstool of the
Federal throne .... No! a thousand times, no! ... [to] this bill, which is

65 AQ1s. (1906) 214-16. Delegate David L. Eller, representing Floyd County,
presented a petition which "by request by Floyd Camp of Confederate veterans, ask the
Legislature to revise the existing pension law, as to Confederate soldiers' widows
pensions." No indication exists if this petition requested an extension of the marriage
eligibility date an extra year beyond the war years or to increase widows' pensions; see
Journal of the House (1906) 167.
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inconsistent with our self-respect, and stains the record, to whose purity we devote
and consecrate ourselves, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. 66
A lively federal pension debate colored the 1908 issues of the Confederate Veteran
as various camps of Confederate veterans came out for or against the federal legislation. 67
Of course, Congress did not approve the pensions. The editors continually reminded
veterans that they had the option for a pension in many Southern states and made their
readers aware that all states providing pensions for their Confederate soldiers needed
proof of service and discharge. 68 In the October 1908 issue, the magazine's editors also
printed a list of states offering a pension and how much was appropriated by the
legislatures for this purpose: Alabama ($400,000), Arkansas ($470,000), Florida

($900,000), Georgia ($900,000), Louisiana ($150,000), Mississippi ($300,000), North

66.sH.SE.. Vol. 23, "R. E. Lee Camp, C. V., Protests Against the Consideration of
the Bill by Congress," (1895), 337-41. The Pickett-Buchanan Camp in Norfolk, Virginia
raised similar sentiments on January 24, 1899. The veterans resolved to reject admission
into United States National Soldiers' Homes or receive aid to care for Confederate graves.
Their third resolution, reflecting a bill before Congress, condemned "the crowning iniquity
of the war, the pension list of the United States." ~. Vol. 26, "Strong Protest
Against Pensions For Confederates," (1898), 312-15.
67confederate Veteran, Vol. 16. The 1908 issues included three articles for and
three against the legislation. Two against were from camps in Texas (March, 112) and
Tennessee (February, 81), and an individual wrote from Missouri against the federal
pension (May, 210). The camp in favor of the pension was from Tennessee (March, 12829), and two individuals expressed their assent, one from Texas (June, 259-60), and the
other from Missouri (July, 353). The Confederate Veteran was "Published monthly in the
interest of Confederate veterans and kindred topics." The publication officially
represented the United Confederate Veterans, United Daughters of the Confederacy,
Confederated Southern Memorial Association, and other related organizations.
68Ibid., August 1908, 383; Vol: 20, May 1912, 209.
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Carolina ($400,000), South Carolina ($250,000), Tennessee ($300,000), Texas

($500,000), and Virginia ($425,000).69
Despite the failure to obtain a federal pension law for Confederate veterans, the
rhetoric built up steam, but for other reasons than honor. Walter Clark, running for a
United States Senate seat in North Carolina, proposed that a federal Confederate pension
law be passed, for the South was paying more than its fair share in taxes to support
pensions for Union veterans. The tax money, Clark argued, flowed from the South, not
being reinvested or returned in any degree to the Southern states. He cited statistics that
the South paid $1.5 billion of the $4.5 billion in total Union pensions disbursed to that
point. He decried the stripping ofthis wealth from the South, and claimed that "The
North has shown neither generosity nor magnanimity-not even moderation in this. n70

69Ibid., "Pensions for Veterans and Widows," Vol. 16, October 1908, 485-86.
Virginia's actual expenditure in 1908 for pensions was $424,181.50; see Table 1.
70confederate Veteran, "Government Pensions to Confederates," Vol. 20, May
1912, 227-29. A H. Jennings relied on Glasson's figures to give his opinion on the
inequity between a federal Union pension and Confederate pensions. He again called for
Congress to act to settle this partiality by pensioning the remaining Confederate soldiers;
see Confederate Veteran, "The South in the Matter of Pensions," Vol. 26, June 1918, 25556. Congress received a petition from Benjamin P. Maddox, a resident of the Soldiers'
Home in Richmond, requesting a pension. Maddox, sending his address to an
unresponsive Congress on June 26, 1916, claimed that the "past is behind us" and that
Southerners always fought for the country, but their "greatest crime was that we were
ignorant that we were the freest, and ought to be the happiest people on this earth." He
further proposed that the state pensions be relegated completely to the widows of
Confederate veterans; Benjamin P. Maddox, An Appeal of the South's Old Soldier to
Congress for a Pension by the Government (Richmond: Privately printed, 1916), 4, 17.
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Matrons and Funeral Expenses
The 1908 Virginia General Assembly session brought important changes in pension
legislation. Six bills were proposed or reached the Senate floor during the session, all
dealing with amending the existing pension law. Of the six proposed bills which reached
the floor of the House of Delegates, four passed into law. The Senate, however, had none
of its bills pass the General Assembly. The results from this legislation were that funeral
expenses would be covered for deceased Confederate pensioners, and Confederate
matrons would now receive a pension. 71 Matrons were defined as women who worked as
nurses in a Confederate hospital for at least one year during the war. These matrons could
not have an annual income more than $150 and personal property exceeding $750.
Additionally, the matrons had to be married, and their husband also must meet the
eligibility requirements. The law offered no provision for widowed matrons. 72
Delegate N. E. Spessard, representing Craig County, proposed an amendment to
Section 2 of the 1902 Act. His bill, referred to the Committee on Finance, was read on
the House floor January 22, 1908. House Bill 69 made important changes in the amount
of pensions. Class A and B pensioners received a $50 increase. Classes C and D received

71 Journal of the House (1908) 92, 981: Delegate Alexander Stuart, representing
Washington County, proposed "a bill providing for the funeral expenses of Confederate
soldiers who are now, or hereafter may be, enrolled on the pension roll of this
Commonwealth." His proposal, House Bill 276, was signed into law March 10, 1908.
Ibid., 394: Ao important addition to the bill made by the Committee on Finance granted
funeral expenses for widows to be covered also. Ibid., 149, 960: Delegate H. C. Lowry,
representing Bedford County, proposed the legislation to pension matrons. He originally
suggested a maximum property value eligibility of $1, 000. His bill, House Bill 103, which
passed unanimously through the General Assembly and was signed into law March 10,
1908, provided $40 pensions.

72senate Journal (1908) 390. Despite the seeming inconsistency of not including
widowed matrons, the law did not specify their inclusion.
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modest increases, while the pensions for widows remained stable. The eligibility of
widows expanded somewhat with the addition of widows who married another man
subsequent to their marriage to the now-deceased Confederate veteran. 73 Delegate J. N.
Stubbs, representing Gloucester County, proposed an interesting amendment to Spessard's
bill. Stubbs moved to eliminate from the current pension rolls and future applicants any
veteran who appeared to have "deserted his command, or voluntarily abandoned his post
of duty, or the said service during the said war . . . nor to any such who served as a
substitute for another, nor the widow of such substitute." The proposal was immediately
brought to a vote and rejected 25-50 with no further discussion or proposal. 74
Obviously some pensioners still needed reimbursement for years of missed
payments caused by late filing. In fact, a special appropriation of $65,000 was endorsed
March 15, 1910 to cover those "soldiers and widows who are on the pension list and
whose pensions have not been paid. 1175 Delegate Stubbs again proposed some changes
affecting pensioners. He first submitted a bill to provide artificial limbs to those on the
pension rolls. The artificial limbs were not in lieu of an annual pension. Stubbs's second
bill was "to provide pensions for colored teamsters and colored cooks, who served in the
Confederate Army, and were loyal throughout the war." Both proposals were referred to
the Committee on Finance, never to come out again during the session. 76

73Journal of the House (1908) 33, 143, 791-92.
74Ibid., 464-65.
75senate Journal (1910) 182, 785; Journal of the House (1910) 32-33, 160, 215,

949.
76Journal of the H™ (1910) 428-29.
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Relief for all Confederate soldiers became the general focus of legislation. With
the disabled and indigent now receiving help, several bills were presented to cover soldiers
who were simply disabled, with no pre-conditions of property or income. Disease and
cancer were prerequisites to be added to receive a pension. Again, what was occurring
over the long term was a universalization of pensions among Confederate soldiers. This
expansion of eligibility reflected what had already occurred among Union pensioners. 77
The declining number of pensioners on the rolls certainly would help passage of bills such
as House Bill 139 which provided pensions to those who had "cancerous affection or
contagious disease." In fact, to illustrate the declining numbers of Confederate soldiers, as
part of the application process an affidavit from two Confederate comrades was required
to receive a pension. Senator Edmund Parr, representing Carroll, Grayson, and Patrick
counties, presented legislation to dispense with the requirement. His bill did not go far,
but the point of the decreasing number of Confederate veterans was made. 78 Delegate C.
W. Throckmorton, representing Henrico County, presented a resolution that was
forwarded to the Attorney General which proposed "increasing the pensions of these
worthy heroes" of the Confederacy before they "passed over the river." His method of
funding was through a $500,000 bond issue which would be disbursed over a ten year
period. Samuel W. Williams, the Attorney-General of Virginia, answered Throckmorton's
resolution five days later declaring the bond issue unconstitutional for it would incur a
debt. The state can only incur a debt to pay off a previous liability or in time ofwar. 79

77Theda

Skocpol, "America's First Social Security System: The Expansion of
Benefits for Civil War Veterans," Political Science Quarterly 108 (Spring 1993): 94-115.
78 Senate Journal (1912) 67. See Table 3. In 1910, 10,296 veterans were

pensioned in Virginia. Five years later, 8,200 veterans were receiving a pension.
79Journal of the House (1912) 375, 455. A decade later, Arkansas issued millions
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Pension Consolidation and Expansion
Senator Edward Echols, representing the counties of Augusta and Highland and
the city of Staunton, offered the most comprehensive pension legislation to date. In 1912,
he proposed "A bill to consolidate into one act all acts relating to Confederate pensions,
and to repeal all acts and part of acts in conflict herewith. 1180 This bill was necessary as a
number of separate bills proposing amendments to the three initial pieces of pension
legislation, 1888, 1900, and 1902 crowded the legislative process. This bill added two
additional categories, Class G for matrons and Class H for funeral expenses. Additionally,
the maximum salary allowed for matrons increased to $200. These requirements applied
to first time applicants as the old requirements remained for those already on the pension
rolls. 81
The funds appropriated for pensions in 1911 were insufficient for the need. The
Auditor of Public Accounts was forced to disburse pensions pro-rata. The longer a
pensioner was on the rolls, the more likely he or she was to receive a full pension. In
other words, the 1888 pensioners received their full pension, while those veterans and
widows added since 1902 received their pensions last. The Auditor had to deduct.ten
percent from some of the 1902 Act pensioners in order to send all applicants a pension.

of dollars worth of bonds with the intention of paying higher pensions to their Confederate
veterans. But the Great Depression greatly reduced state revenues causing the state to
pay 87% of its 1936 pension budget to retire outstanding bonds; see B. U. Ratchford and
K. C. Heise, "Confederate Pensions," Southern Economic Journal 5 (October 1938): 208,
213-14. In other words, Virginia averted a worse financial crisis during the Great
Depression by not going forward with a bond issue.
80senate Journal (1912) 294. Senate Bill 335 was signed into law on March 11,

1912.
81 Virginia. Confederate Pension Law of Virginia (1912), 2, 7, 9. Hereinafter,
cited as Confederate Pension.
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When the General Assembly met for the 1912 Session, this inequity was remedied on the
very first day. Delegate W. A. Land, representing Nottoway County, proposed $40,000
to pay the pensioners the 10 percent missing from their 1911 pensions. The next day,
January 11, two other delegates made the exact same proposal. All three proposals were
sent to the Committee on Finance, which reported back House Bill 5 on January 15. Less
than two weeks later, January 26, the appropriation was signed into law having cleared
both houses unanimously. 82 Section 19 of the new law provided a stipulation that no
more than $750,000 could be spent on Confederate pensions. 83 This level seems very
high when considering that the amount of money the state spent on pensions in 1912 was
$436,234.50. 84 In fact, the state did not spend more than $750,000 until 1920.85 The
work of the 1912 General Assembly session can be summed up in the following resolution
from Delegate Peter Winston, representing Prince Edward County, accepted on February
28:
Resolved, That the House of Delegates holds in affectionate remembrance
the valour, self-sacrifice and heroism of the soldiery of the South in the Civil War,
and that the dominant thought in the minds of all the State officials is to contribute
to their needs and comforts so far as the resources of the treasury will admit. 86

82Joumal of the House (1912) 32, 39, 40, 81-82, 99, 219; Senate Journal (1912)
76, 116-17, 158.
83confederate Pension, 9.
84Annual Report (1912). The percentage of the pensions paid to total state
disbursements, $7, 183,467.53, is 6.1 %; see Table 1.
85Annual Report (1920). The pensions paid in 1920 totaled $820,252.50 and
represented 5.0% of the state expenditures for that year; see Table 1.
86Joumal of the House (1912) 650.
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In 1914, Senator Bland Massie, representing Amherst and Nelson counties,
proposed the same act that Edmund G. Parr had presented two years earlier, to provide a
pension to soldiers with cancer and disease, though they did not meet the property
qualifications. This time, though, the act was passed and signed on March 14, 1914. 87
More significantly, though, was the bill coming out of the House of Delegates originally
sponsored by W. W. Baker of Chesterfield County and J. N. Stubbs. This bill, amending
the consolidated pension law, came out of the Committee on Appropriations with few
consensus changes. Once the bill reached the floor, at least twenty-seven amendments
and/or deletions were voted on. One of the rejected amendments, presented by J. R.
Branscomb, representing Carroll County, offered to pension veterans who could be shown
to be on duty as of February 10, 1865, though their loyalty to the end of the war could not
be proven. The paucity of reliable Confederate Army records during the last two months
of the war may best explain Branscomb's proposal. The most important agreed-upon
amendment was proposed by Guy T. Homer, representing Southampton County, "The
provisions of this act shall be liberally construed to the end that no worthy Confederate
soldier be denied the benefits hereof 1188 To make sure that enough money would be
available to the Auditor of Public Accounts to cover this liberalization of the pension law,
the General Assembly appropriated $540,000 for each of the next two years. 89

87 Senate Journal (1914) 118, 811. The lone legislator to vote against this bill was
Delegate George N. Earman, representing Rockingham County.
88Joumal of the House (1914) 39, 658-59.
89Acts. (1914) 327. Pension expenditures did not surpass $540,000 until 1918; see
Table 1.
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To ensure that all Confederate veterans were aided, even those ineligible for the
state's pension, the General Assembly authorized a county level tax. On February 10,

1915, counties were allowed to tax ten cents for every one hundred dollars of personal
property for a county level pension. These funds were "to be used only in caring for,
supporting, and helping the maimed, disabled, affected, and indigent Confederate soldiers"
or their widows. 90
The 1916 Session of the General Assembly witnessed yet another round of
proposed legislation to draw upon the lessening load of the pensions as the pensioners
"passed over the river." A bill was presented to increase the pensions as well as provide
for the relief of Confederate women regardless of property qualifications. Efforts were
made to amend the existing pension laws with at least seven different proposals. One of
the approved bills increased pensions for blind, partially blind, and those suffering from an
incurable disease. 91 In fact, all classes received an increase in their pensions. (See Table

2.) Also, if personal property was assessed at no more than $1,000 in a previous year,
allowing the person to receive a pension, and subsequently it was assessed at a higher
value, then the pensioner could still receive a pension if the new assessment did not exceed

$1,500. A final change which exemplified the growing scarcity of Confederate veterans
involved the affidavit of service. Previously, two Confederate veterans were required to
testify of an applicant's service, but this was changed to the endorsement of a Confederate
camp.92

90Acts. (1915) 58.
91senate Journal (1916) 1009.
92Acts. (1916) 2-11. The General Assembly passed this act on March 21, 1916.
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The Confederate pension law was again amended on February 28, 1918. With this
act the General Assembly increased the pension for partially disabled veterans from $3 5 to

$55, and totally disabled veterans from $50 to $75. (See Table 2.) Two years of
continuous residence in Virginia fulfilled the residency requirement. The salary and
personal property requirements were also relaxed. The new maximum salary to obtain a
pension was set at $300. The new personal property maximum increased to $2,000. But
with this new limit on personal property, the act took away the provision of allowing for
increases in personal property assessments. 93 This bill passed after an attempt was made
in the House by thirty-five members "to provide pensions for Confederate veterans
without regard to income or ownership of property." Their bill, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations, never came back to the floor. 94 Widowed Confederate pensioners
were afforded equal status as the two categories, E and F, were evened to $50 each.
Hospital matrons received an increase from $40 to $50. A final important change that
occurred was that widows who married veterans after May 1, 1870 were not eligible for
benefits. 95
No other important changes were made in Virginia's Confederate pension law until
the 1922 session, despite a plea to increase the pensions from Governor Westmoreland

93 Am (1918) 143-53. Delegate E. R. Fuller, representing the city of Richmond,
proposed these changes to the pension law on the opening day of the 1918 General
Assembly session, January 9, 1918. He submitted three other pieces of legislation the
same day dealing with Confederate veterans, but House Bill 97 was the only one to come
out of the Committee on Appropriations; see Journal of the House (1918) 32. See Table
2.

94Joumal of the House (1918) 495-96.
95 Am (1918) 143-53.
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Davis given before the 1920 General Assembly session. 96 The Confederate Veteran
reported Virginia's reluctance to increase pensions. Bothered by the ill-report appearing in
the publication, Mrs. H. F. Lewis of Bristol, Virginia took it upon herself to remedy the
situation. As she reports it, "When I appealed to the legislature, I found warmest
sympathy and hearty cooperation, and by a decisive vote there was an increase of over
fifty per cent. 1197 The 1922 General Assembly, hearing much of the same rhetoric from
Governor Davis on January 11, 1922, greatly increased pensions. (See Table 2.) 98

Also,

the eligibility requirements again expanded. Widows could now receive a pension if
married to a Confederate veteran by May 1, 1877. Also, the provision added that a
veteran could not be turned down if failing to meet the salary or property requirements as
long as he had previously received a pension. 99
Senate Bill 23, sponsored by Henry T. Wickham representing Hanover County,
dealt with the three-man county Pension Board. Some counties apparently had a hard
time filling the requirement of having at least two Confederate veterans seated on the
board. Therefore, on March 15, 1923, the legislature passed an amendment so that one or
96 Senate Journal (1920) 4, Document 1, "Address of Governor Westmoreland

Davis;" Journal of the House (1920) 20, 27, 39, 47, 54-55, 62-63, 119, 285, 408, 428.
The 1920 session of the House of Delegates witnessed twelve proposals for changes in the
pension law. The Committee on Appropriations received all twelve, never returning any
of them to the floor.
97 Confederate Veteran Vol. 30, "Increase in Virginia Pensions," 124. We must

take Mrs. Lewis's word on the influence she exerted on the General Assembly, though
Governor Davis certainly would have liked to take credit, too.
98 Senate

Journal (1922) 22-23, Document 1, "Address of Governor Westmoreland
Davis." Governor Davis requested a pension increase for "The men who followed Lee
and Jackson and the stars and bars have a fixed place in the hearts of all true Virginians."
99Acts. (1922) 253-54. This bill was signed into law March 11, 1922.
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both of the Confederate veteran seats could be filled by a son or sons of a Confederate
veteran. 100
The 1924 legislature expanded those eligible to receive a pension as well as
increasing pensions $10 across all classes except funeral expenses and hospital matrons.
House Bill 364, passed by the General Assembly on March 14, 1924, extended a pension
to Confederate veterans or their widows who lived in Virginia for two years and
subsequently moved to Washington, D.C. Also, "Under the provisions of this act any
person who actually accompanied a soldier in the service and remained faithful and loyal
as the body servant of such soldier, or who served as cook, hostler or teamster or who
worked on breastworks under any command of the army and thereby rendered service to
the Confederacy" was eligible to receive a $25 pension. 101 Widows who married a

100 senate Journal (1923) 25, 115;

Aci..s. (1923) 7-8. Governor E. Lee Trinkle, in a

letter to the House of Delegates on March 6, threw his full support behind Senate Bill 23.
He wanted the legislators to pay special attention to it. He indicated further that "This bill
is recommended by the Auditor of Public Accounts." The speed with which it passed,
being signed into law on March 14, attests to the legislators responding to the needs of the
veterans and wishes of the Governor; see Journal of the House (1923) 47, 178.
101 The addition of ex-slaves to the pension rolls was part of a larger trend

throughout the South to provide for these men who claimed to be faithful to the
Confederate cause. In 1921, Tennessee began paying $10 per month to forty-seven out of
eighty-five ex-slaves who applied. The Confederate Veteran editors responded to this
report by stating that Tennessee led the way for pensioning these "faithful Negroes."
"Doubtless other States of the South will make similar provision for their old negroes,
whose loyalty under the circumstances showed a fine sense of honor not apparent in later
generations of the race;" see Confederate Veteran, "Pensions for Faithful Negroes," Vol.
29 (August 1921), 284. Ervin L. Jordan, Jr. gives the number of Afro-Confederate
pensioners as 254 in 1924-25 and 286 in 1925-26; see Black Confederates, 199, Table 8.1;
Annual Report (1924) 169, Table 42 and {1926) 194, Table 42. The 1926 Roster of
Confederate Pensioners of Virginia offers 289 as the 1925-26 number of AfroConfederate pensioners; see Virginia 1926 Roster of Confederate Pensioners of Virginia
106.
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Confederate veteran by December 31, 1882 were also included in this new expansive
legislation. Another important pension adjustment came for widows whose veteran
husbands were blind. These widows, whose husbands would have fallen under Class C or
D total disability, were eligible to receive a $140 pension. 102
Two years later, several adjustments were made in Virginia's Confederate pension
law. The March 13, 1926 act increased all pensions, including those of hospital matrons
from $50 to $60, and further added that any appropriation not distributed be disbursed
pro-rata. 103 Also, the maximum income requirement was increased to $400. Widows
qualified if they were married to a Confederate veteran by January 1, 1886. Also, widows
of veterans who were not currently widowed but were abandoned by their husband
became eligible. Finally, this act stated that body servants were ineligible. But two weeks
later, Senate Bill 209 was passed sanctioning body servants, thereby ensuring they would
continue to receive their $25 pension. 104

102A&ts. (1924) 294-303. These changes originated in the House of Delegates,

sponsored by seven men. House Bill 364 passed the General Assembly unanimously and
was signed into law on March 14, 1924; see Senate Journal (1924) 744; Journal of the
House (1924) 134, 567-68, 845.
103 Governor Harry Flood Byrd was one of the advocates favoring the

disbursement of the full appropriation. In his inaugural address before the General
Assembly on February 1, 1926, Governor Byrd advocated offering "a little money [as]
slight recognition of the debt of appreciation Virginia will owe them forever." He stated
that Virginia "should feel it a privilege to make more comfortable the remaining years of
the diminishing survivors of the Confederate Army who need help;" see Senate Journal
(1926) 17, Document 6.
104Aci£ (1926) 138-39, 251-52, 836-37. Five proposals to increase Confederate
pensions reached the floors of the General Assembly during this session, one from the
Senate and four from the House of Delegates; see Senate Journal (1926) 45. One of the
bills proposed in the House of Delegates included "A bill to provide increase of
Confederate pensions and to further exterid the eligibility of applicants for pension." This
bill was sponsored by twelve members of the House, including Mrs. Sallie C. Booker,
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Two bills passed the General Assembly on April 18, 1927. Both originated in the
House of Delegates. The first, House Bill 67, allowed daughters or sons of Confederate
veterans to serve on the county pension boards. The power of these pension boards also
expanded as it was given the authority to call witnesses before the court to testify for or
against an applicant's eligibility. The qualifications for widows again expanded as January
1, 1890 became the new date that widows must be married to a Confederate veteran to be
eligible for a pension. 105
Virginia's Confederate veterans received important help from their state
government. Soon after the Civil War, the legislature responded to the needs of these
veterans by passing artificial limb legislation. As the veterans won this concession, other
allowances followed. Commutations replaced artificial limbs. Pensions replaced
commutations. Finally, the pension law expanded to include widows, matrons, and
Confederates suffering from old age. Virginia's Confederate pension system slowly
liberalized to allow its rolls to be filled. As the years passed and death thinned the pension
rolls, individual pensions increased providing greater financial relief for the indigent,
disabled, and aged Confederate veteran.

representing Henry County; see Journal of the House (1926) 20, 121, 154, 409. The vote
again was unanimous in both houses; see Senate Journal (1926) 744; Journal ofthe House
(1926) 661.
105Aru (1927) 202-3.

CHAPTER2
VIRGINIA'S CONFEDERATE PENSIONERS

In his 1992 dissertation on Union soldiers, Patrick Joseph Kelly wrote that the
veterans received centralized and comprehensive care, especially when compared to the
decentralized care Confederate veterans received. 1 The post-war care offered to the
defeated Southern soldier paled in comparison to the extensive federal efforts on behalf of
the victorious Union veterans. Individual states were responsible for any help that was to
be received by the former Confederate soldiers. Pensioning developed into the most
common form of aid. 2 The debilitating aftereffect of the Civil War taxed Southern state
governments. The pensioning of soldiers fighting for a losing cause thus becomes all the
more significant. "Willingness to vote pensions and constantly increase them under those
circumstances indicates a popular and deliberate approval of the expenditure and a desire
to make it, even on pain of doing without much needed improvements in schools, roads
and other public institutions. n3 William H. Glasson finds affection to be behind Southern
pension expenditures. "The circumstances under which a Confederate pension system has
been inaugurated in every Southern State are especially calculated to show the practical
devotion of the South to the cause. 114
1Patrick Joseph Kelly, "Creating a National Home: The Postwar Care of Disabled

Union Soldiers and the Beginning of the Modem State in America" (Ph.D. diss., New
York University, 1992), 4-5.
2William H. Glasson, "The South's Care for Her Confederate Veterans," American

Review ofReviews 36 (1907): 44. Hereinafter, cited as "The South's Care."
3Ibid., 45.
4Ibid., 44.
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Comparison With Other Southern States
By the time of the writing of Glassoo's 1907 article, every former Confederate
state had implemented a pension. One of the first was Georgia. James R. Young's work
on Confederate pension expenditures in Georgia is the only extensive source to compare
with Virginia's expenditures. (See Table 3.) Young detailed Georgia's expenses in
education, pension, and total state expenditures from 1886 to 1929. He also specified the
percentages for pensions and education to the state expenditures. These numbers thus
provide an accurate account of Georgia's monetary commitment to its Confederate
veterans. 5
Some interesting contrasts exist between Georgia and Virginia. Virginia never
spent $1 million in a fiscal year on pensions from 1888 to 1927. Georgia exceeded this
amount every year from 1911 to 1929. In fact, Georgia spent more per year on pensions
than Virginia did, except 1888, the first year of Virginia's pension law. In that one
exception, Virginia spent $64,455.00 to pay pensions while Georgia paid out $26,900.00.
Also the percentage of the budget devoted to pensions differed. Georgia's state
expenditures in 1897 devoted to pay Confederate veterans a pension was 21.5 percent, the
highest percentage that Y ouog found in the years he studied. On the other hand,
Virginia's highest percentage of its state expenditures devoted to paying pensions for
Confederate veterans occurred in 1903 with 8.5 percent. Georgia spent 12.5 percent of its
total state expenditures from 1886 to 1929 on Confederate pensions. Virginia spent 4.2
percent of its budget on pensions from 1888 to 1927. Pensioning of veterans, though,
began just two years apart, 1886 in Georgia and 1888 in Virginia.

511 Confederate Pensions in Georgia," 47-52.
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M. B. Morton wrote in 1893 that during the previous year in the South, 26,538
Confederate veterans and their widows received a pension. These Confederate pensioners
received $1,023,730.28, which averages to just over $38.50 per pensioner. Morton also
offered figures from the individual Southern states, including Virginia. He wrote that
Virginia had 3,450 pensioners; this figure disagrees slightly with Table 4 which notes
3,257 pensioners. 6 These Virginia pensioners averaged just over $30.45 per recipient for
the 1892 pension, placing them under the mean for the southern Confederate pensioners.
Morton concludes his article by contrasting the great inequity between the Confederate
pensioners and the Union veterans on the federal pension rolls. He estimates over
400,000 Union pensioners received an average $165 per year. In the South, Morton
claims that 55,460 Union pensioners received monies from the federal government. He
concludes his article with the statement that "Nearly 400,000 more Federal pensioners are
on the national pension list than there were soldiers in the Confederate army!" He
estimates thirty percent of all Union veterans received pensions, while less than five
percent of Confederate veterans received a pension. 7

Widow and Veteran Pensioners
The Virginia Confederate pension was initially implemented with the welfare of the
severely wounded veterans and war widows in mind. The fluctuation of war widows

6A detailed examination of the Auditor of Public Accounts' Annual Report

revealed this almost two hundred person discrepancy. See Methodology.
7M. B. Morton, "Federal and Confederate Pensions Contrasted," Forum 16

(September, 1893): 68-74. Morton wrote on the first page of his article that "The
statistics here presented, though not so complete as could be desired, were obtained at
first hand from authorities in the various States; and care has been taken to make them as
accurate as possible."
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receiving a pension is illustrated in Table 4. The very first year of a pension, 1888, over
half of all pensioners were widows. The percentage of widows to veterans declined
during the decade of the 1890s. By 1899, the last year pensions were paid only under the
1888 Pension Act, widows consisted of39.5 percent of all pensioners. This decline is
attributable to the increase of veterans on the pension rolls. In 1888, 1,167 veterans
received a pension. In 1899, the veteran pensioners had increased to 2,097. During this
same period, the widows increased almost one hundred pensioners from 1,284 to 1,372.
The passage of the 1900 Pension Act would drastically change the ratio of widows to
veterans.
In 1900, 8, 163 veterans and widows were added to the pension rolls. Only 1,821
were widows, making up 22.3 percent of the new pensioners. The 1902 Pension Act
again expanded the number eligible for a pension. By 1905, with three pension acts in
force, 12,200 Confederate veterans and widows received a pension from Virginia.
Widows made up just over thirty percent of this total. Widows became a larger
percentage of the pensioners over the next three five-year intervals, so that by 1920, just
over forty percent of all pensioners were widows. (See Table 4.) This transition is best
explained by observing the characteristic of 1910, 1915, and 1920. The 1910 Confederate
pension roll peaked with the greatest number of pensioners, over fifteen thousand. In the
next decade, the number of pensioners on the rolls decreased by almost six thousand to
9,838. The number of veterans during this same period almost halved, from 10,296 in
1910 to 5,618 in 1920. The widows declined by less than one thousand, from 5,124 in
1910 to 4,220 in 1920. These numbers suggest that the veterans experienced a higher
death rate than the widows.
Theda Skocpol argues that despite the disparity between the numbers of Union and
Confederate pensioners, the same percentage of those sixty-five and older received
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pensions in the North and the South. She estimates that in 1910, twelve percent of the
Virginia population sixty-five and older were Confederate pensioners, while another 7.6
percent received Union pensions. Skocpol concludes that the percentages were relatively
the same in the two regions, but concedes that the main difference existed in the pension
amount between Union and Confederate pensioners. Union veterans also enjoyed better
care in federal soldiers' homes when they became poor or disabled. Very few Confederate
veterans had the opportunity for institutionalized care as resources in the southern states
were limited. 8
A source of contention which concerned scholars during the period of Civil War
pensions was payment on fraudulent claims. The Union pension system was notorious for
fraud, but William H. Glasson does not find the same pattern among Confederate
pensioners. "Their generosity may occasionally be abused, but, notwithstanding this fact,
the abuses by the unworthy few are not allowed to lessen the care for the worthy majority,
and, with increasing prosperity, ever increasing liberality to the Confederate veterans
receives the sanction of public opinion in all of the States that seceded from the Union in

1861 ... 9 The "abuses" Glasson mentioned were not detailed, but he may have been
referring to pensioners like King William County's Thomas Lucas. Lucas was serving in
Company C of the Twenty-sixth Virginia Infantry when he deserted on January 2, 1865,
taking the Union's oath of allegiance on January 29. Lucas, an illiterate oysterman living

8Theda Skocpol, Protecting Soldiers and Mothers, 139-40, 541-42, 597-98.

Skocpol admits that her numbers are "very rough," but still valid. She bases her
estimations on William H. Glasson's 1906 numbers of Confederate pensioners published in
his article. She calculated the remaining Confederate pensioners in 1910, then compared
this number with the census statistics found in Historical Statistics of the United States.
9"The South's Care," 47.
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in the town of West Point, applied and received a pension in 1906 citing "old age" as the
reason for his disability. IO
William H. Glasson praised the Confederate pensions for a number of reasons,
finding them to be much more genuine than the federal pension to Union veterans. The
reasons for this heartfelt pensioning in the South stemmed from the absence of politics
which accompanied the increase in Federal Union pensions. He also asserted that
"Compared with the Federal pension system, abuses have been infrequent in the payment
of Confederate pensions." 11
The devotion expressed to the Confederate veterans can be exemplified in
comments such as what Dr. Bathhurst Browne Bagby wrote about William C. Nunn, a
Confederate pensioner in King William County from 1918 to 1923. Nunn served in
Company E of the Fifth Virginia Cavalry. He joined June 7, 1861, was captured at
Trevilian Station June 11, 1864, and paroled December 15, 1864 at Charleston Harbor. 12
When Nunn applied for a pension on April 22, 1918 at the age of eighty-two, he asked J.
F. Butler, a current Confederate pensioner with whom he served in the cavalry, to sign his
application to confirm his service. 13 Nunn, also a physician, had become acquainted with

10Pension Application for Thomas Lucas, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1906).
11William H. Glasson, North Carolina Historical Commission Bulletin, No. 23 and

68, "The South's Pension and Relief Provisions for the Soldiers of the Confederacy,"
Raleigh, North Carolina, 1918, 70. Hereinafter, cited as "The South's Pension."
12The Battle ofTrevilian Station, according to James M. McPherson, "was the

bloodiest cavalry action of the war"; see James M. McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom·
The Civil War Era (New York: Ballantine Books, 1988), 739.
13 J. F. Butler, a carpenter from West Point, applied for a pension on April 25,

1916 citing a rupture and high blood pressure. On his application, Butler added that "I am
due six months pay and pay for one horse." He received a pension from 1917 to 1920; see
Pension Application for J. F. Butler, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1917-1920).
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Dr. Bagby on a professional basis. Dr. Bagby signed Nunn's application, stating a
disability he listed as "rheumatic arthritis & chronic bronchials," as well as old age.14
Bagby, in fact, endorsed the physical condition of nine other Confederate pensioners in
King William County. In a short book reminiscing, Bagby recounted a story about Dr.
Nunn when Nunn was ill. William Nunn took the opportunity ofBagby's visit to offer
some advice about practicing medicine in West Point. Bagby quotes Nunn, "Now, Bagby,
if you have any begetting sin, don't let it be whiskey. Not that it will kill you ... but it will
ruin your practice. . .. If you must have a besetting sin let it be women; this seems to help
your practice." Bagby continued, adding that, "Dr. Nunn had the reputation of being a
very brave soldier." l5
Bagby makes some interesting comments about what he perceived to be the
differences between the veterans of World War II and the Civil War. "There has been a
marked change in the patriotism or attitude towards the government since I was a boy.
Then the average citizen thought it his duty to help the government rather than to try to
get something from it, as is too prevalent today." He goes on to give an example of the
attitude a Confederate veteran exhibited when he was encouraged to apply for Virginia's
Confederate pension. The veteran asserted that "this money was appropriated to aid the
veterans who were handicapped in making a living by the loss of a limb. I am not making
a living by manual labor, nor would I ifl had both arms, so morally I am not entitled to a

14Pension Application for William C. Nunn, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1919-

1923).
15Bathurst Browne Bagby, Recollections (West Point, Virginia: The Tidewater
Review, 1950), 53.
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pension." Bagby ends by asking "How many veterans of World War II have this
attitude?" 16
Glasson expressed the need for taking care of the Confederate veterans at a time of
world war. Young soldiers marching off to war in Europe served as an analogy for him.
These men were all the more comforted, he concludes, by the fact that the entire nation's
resources were behind them for help and support. Further, the Confederate veterans
should be cared for in their last few years as they "half a century ago in the days of their
youth risked their all in the service of the State." 17 A financial concern Glasson makes at
the beginning of his article is that the Southern states paid doubly for the Civil War. First,
they immediately began paying for the relief of the Union soldiers after the War ended.
This relief, predominately in the form of pensions, was given to Union veterans and their
widows. Second, the Southern states provided for some relief to their Confederate
veterans only after returning to some form of prosperity after the harsh years of
Reconstruction. Glasson finds that this Confederate relief, in the form of pensions,
soldiers' homes, and medical care, came at the expense of education, health, and welfare
services. 18

16Bagby, 56-57.
17"The South's Pension," 71.
18Ibid., 63. William A. Link argues that Southern state expenditures on social
programs of education and health were heavily resisted by localities as an intrusion upon
community power; see William A Link, The Paradox of Southern Progressivism, 188012N (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1992), 7.
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Virginia's Pension Expenditures
Virginia may be seen as an exception to Glasson's rule of how the state
expenditures were determined. As already witnessed by a comparison with Georgia,
Virginia disbursed a much smaller percentage of its budget to Confederate pensions.
Chart 1 illustrates the relative stability of the percentage of state expenditures devoted to
pensions. The lowest percentage was 2.1 percent, rising to 4.3 percent within two years.
But then the percentage of pension expenditures stabilized until 1902 when it jumped to
5.2 percent, rising to its highest percentage the next year, 8.5 percent. The percentage
spent on pensions dropped the next year to 7.3 percent and slowly decreased until by 1924
it returned to 2.8 percent.
A number of factors need to be considered when these percentages are studied.
The first is the fluctuation of the state's total expenditures, which Chart 1 illustrates as
steadily increasing from 1888 to 1927. Over the forty years encompassed by this study,
Virginia spent almost $16 million on Confederate pensions, representing 4 .2 percent of the
state's total expenditures during the same period. Also, the death rate among Confederate
pensioners would affect how much was spent. The funds spent would certainly be useful
if used as part of another welfare project, such as education, but 4.2 percent of the budget
was a small amount allocated for any program of potential magnitude like the Confederate
pensions.
The total pension expenditures followed by which act these expenditures were paid
under are broken down in Table 5. The Auditor of Public Accounts differentiated the
amounts paid for the three acts for a twelve year period, 1903-14. In 1910, $360,564 was
expended on pensions. 19 This figure sharply differs from what Glasson reports in his 1918

19Annual Report (1910).
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article. He wrote that Virginia disbursed $515,000 in 1910 for 16,000 pensioners.
Glasson's disbursement was the appropriated funds by the General Assembly, but the
actual expenditure was much lower. His number of pensioners was very close to the true
number of 15,421. (See Table 4.) Glasson included a table of the eleven Southern states
and their 1910 expenditures, so Virginia's pension can be directly compared for this one
year to offer an idea of how the states contrasted with one another. His numbers also
differ from Young's for Georgia in 1910. Young notes $965,461.25, while Glasson gives
$937,554 expenditures for Confederate pensions. Even if all ofGlasson's numbers are off,
which they are in Virginia and Georgia, then some trends can still be ascertained.
Alabama pensioned the most veterans and widows with 17,484, paying them an average of
$49.02. Louisiana had the fewest pensioners with 2,750 receiving an average annuity of
$54.55. By far, Florida paid the highest average pension in 1910 with 5,905 pensioners
receiving $644,606, or $109.16 each. Overall, Glasson lists in 1910 that 121,653
pensioners across the South received $5,746,354, or an average of $47.24 each. Using
the true numbers for Virginia, then Virginia's pensioners received an average of$23.38
each, which would be the lowest average among the Southern states. Using Glasson's
table, Virginia's Confederate pensioners received an average of $32.19 in 1910, the third
lowest behind North Carolina and South Carolina. 20
The average amount received by Virginia's pensioners in nine different years are
listed in Table 6. The highest average pension received was in 1920 when over $83 was
disbursed to pensioners. Virginia's lowest average disbursement occurred in 1900 with
just over $10.80 per pensioner. The reason for this disparity is obvious. The 1900
pension rolls experienced the greatest increase in pensioners when over eight thousand

20"The South's Pension," 64. See Table 6.
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were placed on the rolls in one year. Apparently, the General Assembly had not
anticipated the numbers who would be eligible. The increase in appropriations from 1899
to 1900 was modest, less than $20,000 to cover an extra eight thousand pensioners was
hardly sufficient. The problem remained in 1901 as just over $130,000 was disbursed. A
large adjustment transpired over the next two years; $70,000 more was disbursed in 1902,
$140,000 more than that in 1903. These adjustments helped to raise the average pension
per person from $10,81in1900 to $25.67 by 1905. Another slight decrease occurred by
1910 when the average pension was $23.38 per person. The pension rolls had again
increased in this five year span, outstripping increases in pension expenditures. By 1915,
though, $37.70 was being received by the average Virginia Confederate pensioner. This
steady increase can be attributed to death rates as well as higher appropriations by the
General Assembly.
Annual Disbursements, 1881to1927
State disbursements from 1881 to 1927 for Confederate pensions and
commutations are compared in Table 7. Large commutations were disbursed in 1882,
1884, 1886, and 1887. Pensions began in 1888. Each year includes the total amount of
commutation or pension returned in a given year. These amounts may have been
disbursed the previous year, but were not returned to the Auditor of Public Accounts until
the subsequent fiscal year. The adjusted total is the amount disbursed in a given year
deducted by the amount of returns. For the purposes of averaging the amount received by
each pensioner, the amount disbursed is used, not the adjusted total. Also, the amounts
spent for pension expenses and funeral expenses are not included in the total or adjusted
total. They are simply included for illustrative purposes. The expense of disbursing the
pensions included the clerk help needed to track the records. These expenses were
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detailed most every year from 1902 to 1912. The increase in the workload as more
applications were received and more pensions sent out required the pension expenses to
increase from $828.46 in 1902 to $7,252.94 by 1912.
Funeral expenses were inaugurated with the passage oflegislation in 1908. The
Auditor included this additional expense in his annual report from 1908 to 1926. Funeral
expenses were granted in $25 disbursements. Less than $200 was spent the first year,
increasing to over $6,000 the next year, and steadily increasing with the passing away of
more and more veterans and widows. The 1926 figure of just over $23,000 represents the
most of any one year. At $25 per widow's or veteran's funeral, 923 veteran and widow
pensioners passed away during that fiscal year. A pension for matrons was also instituted
in 1908, but the published records only register three years of separate and distinct entries
of disbursements for the matrons, 1909 for $760, 1910 for $220, and 1913 for $440. (See
Table 7.) Body servants are recorded to have received a pension for two years, 1925 and
1926.
The annual report from the Auditor of Public Accounts separated the amount of
pensions paid to Confederate veterans between cities and counties for the first time in
1908. By following the progression of the amounts paid between the cities and counties
between 1908 and 1926, a distinct pattern manifests itself (See Table 8.) As the years
progressed, a higher percentage of the pensions was being paid to pensioners living in
Virginia's cities. From 1908 when the state paid 92.5 percent ofits pension budget to
recipients in counties, a slow and steady drop occurred until 1926 when 85.6 percent of
pensions were disbursed to the pensioners living in the counties. This increase of 6.9
percent in the cities over an eighteen year span is further illustrated by Table 9. The
number of pensioners living in a city versus a county for 1910, 1915, and 1920 increased
also. In 1910, 9.7 percent of the pensioners lived in cities, while 11.9 percent of the entire
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pension expenditure was disbursed to these pensioners. In 1915, 10.9 percent of the
pensioners lived in a city, while 10.4 percent of pension expenditures were disbursed to
these Confederate veterans and their widows. Five years later, the number of pensioners
living in the city increased 4.5 percent to 14.4 percent of the 9,838 total pensioners.
These pensioners received twelve percent of all pensions disbursed. These figures
illustrate that the whole number of pensioners increased in the cities, but they were
receiving less, on average, than the pensioners living in counties. Table 9 indicates that
most of the city pensioners in 1910, 1915, and 1920 were widows, which may explain why
city pensioners received a smaller pension on average. Of the 1,495 pensioners in 1910
living in a city, fifty-three percent were widows. This percentage increased to sixty-three
percent by 1920. These percentages, though, are comparable to the composition of
pensioners living in counties. The 1910 pension rolls indicate that almost seventy percent
were veterans. The percentage of veterans composing the county pensioners in 1920
decreased to 60.5 percent.
Table 10 provides a cross-section of every fifth county and city in Virginia in 1920.
This table of twenty counties and four cities highlights the percentage of veteran and
widow pensioners among the white population twenty-one and over. (See Table 10.)
This table clearly illustrates that a higher percentage of Virginia's Confederate pensioners
were located in the counties as opposed to the cities. Of the twenty counties surveyed,
1. 4 percent of the twenty-one and over white population received a Confederate pension.
Only .7 percent of the same group of people in the four surveyed cities received a pension.
Statewide, 1.3 percent received a pension. Table IO also offers the percentage of widows
receiving a pension compared to all Confederate pensioners in the given county or city.
Thirty-eight percent in counties and 55.2 percent in cities of the Confederate pensioners
were widows. Montgomery and Patrick counties contained the highest percentage of its
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population receiving a Confederate pension, 2.8 percent each. Montgomery County had
3. 7 percent of its white male population, twenty-one and over, receiving a Confederate
pension, the highest percentage for males among the surveyed counties. Patrick County
had the highest percentage of its white, female population receiving a pension, 2. 7 percent.
The lowest overall percentage was 0.1 percent in Accomac County on the Eastern Shore.
Accomac County also had the lowest percentage for females and males receiving a
pension. Accomac's isolation from mainland Virginia, its early occupation by Union
troops in the first year of the Civil War, as well as its northern border dominated by
Maryland, may easily explain why few Confederate pensioners would be located there in
1920.

CHAPTER3
KING WILLIAM COUNTY'S CONFEDERATE PENSIONERS

To this point, Virginia as a whole has been examined, but a closer look at one
county illustrates how Virginia's Confederate pension system worked on the local level.
King William County is an excellent community in which to examine pensioners. This
community did not have an inordinate number of pensioners, though there was a higher
than average percentage of widows receiving pensions in 1920. (See Table 10.)
King William County, Virginia is an upper Tidewater county located thirty miles
northeast of Richmond. Its borders lie between the Mattaponi River on the north and
Pamunkey River on the south. King William has a number of small villas and hamlets, one
incorporated town, West Point, and two Native American reservations for the Mattaponi
and Pamunkey tribes. Farming and timber are the main forms of industry.
Eighty-eight veterans received Virginia's Confederate pension while residing in
King William County between 1888 and 1926. 1 Eight of.King William's Confederate
veterans received a commutation in 1886 or 1887, but only four of these eight received a
pension beginning in 1888-Augustine Atkins, James H. Eubank, and Thomas B. Waring,
each receiving a $60 commutation in 1887, and George T. Tebbs, who received a $60
commutation in 1886, but did not receive his first pension until 1894. The four veterans
who received a commutation but no pension were E. D. Munday, William O'Brien, Philip
Sale, and A C. Gravatt.

1None of these pensioners were Native Americans. The participation ofNative

Americans from one of the county's tribes in the Civil War is not known.
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Widows
From 1888 to 1934, one hundred forty-two residents of King William County
received a Confederate pension from the state of Virginia. Fifty-four or 37.5 percent of
these pensioners were widows. The shift in the ratio of widows to veterans is illustrated
by Table 11. The widows began as the majority of pensioners in 1888 with six out of an
initial nine pensioners or 66.7 percent. In 1899 36.4 percent of widows were pensioners,
ebbing to 21.6 percent by 1900 when an additional forty pensioners were added to King
William's pension rolls. This year marked the lowest percentage of widows making up all
King William pensioners. But the widows began to make up a larger and larger
percentage of the pensioners, reaching 30.6 percent in 1907. By 1914, fourteen of the
thirty-four pensioners were widows, making up 41.2 percent. One of these widows, Mary
E. Meredith, received a pension for two years after her husband died on July 27, 1912.
When Mary died in 1914, her estate received a $25 funeral expense. Her husband Fleming
Meredith had served in Company Hof the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, first signing up in
Ashland, Virginia in 1861. Fleming received a pension for one year, 1911, after applying
October 18, 1910. On his application, Fleming Meredith wrote that he deserved a pension
because of "softening of the brain caused by over work." Mary Meredith's application
registered that Fleming died from "old age. 112
Sarah E. Davis, another 1913 applicant, received a pension for nine years with the
state paying $25 to her estate when she died. Sarah's husband, Alexander Davis, served in
Company H of the Fifty-third Virginia Infantry. He received a pension in 1900 and again
in 1902 totalling $5.25. Alexander wrote on his application that he was "totally disabled
on account of my age and health" and also suffered from "Effection of feet & knees,

2Pension Application for Fleming Meredith, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
Mrs. Mary E. Meredith, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1911-1915).

54

caused from sickness while in the war." His service was not doubted during this period of
pension applications, but an interesting exchange occurred eleven years later when his wife
applied for a pension. One of the state's pension clerks wrote to her on April 10, 1913
advising that she needed to provide proof of her husband's service to the end of the war.
The only records that could be located for him showed that he enlisted July, 1861, and
was "AWOL" in December, 1863. 3 The pension clerk further wrote that Sarah Davis
needed to provide proof of his "leaving in good standing." A week after Sarah received
this letter, Andrew J. Blake and Thomas L. Atkins, both having served with Alexander in
Company H of the Fifty-third, signed a letter testifying that Alexander was furloughed
because of illness which almost took his life. They also affirmed that he returned and
served until the surrender in April, 1865. Obviously, this letter was sufficient for the
pension clerk, as Sarah received her first pension in 1913. 4
In 1922 widows again composed the majority of King William pensioners, making
up 53.3 percent, or sixteen out of thirty. In 1926, the last year of a recorded pension roll,
widows composed 57.9 percent of King William's nineteen pensioners. This percentage
was sure to increase as 1922 was the last year that a veteran applied for a pension, while
widows continued to apply. J. Henry Marshall applied on September 20, 1922, claiming
service in Company K of the Thirty-fourth Virginia Infantry. He applied for a pension at
the age of eighty-five based on his "old age." The pension clerk wrote to Marshall that the
only record extant showed that Marshall left his unit at Gloucester Point May 4, 1862.
Marshall responded that during the war he was sick and could not march, but was never

3AWOL is short for absent without leave.

4Pension Application for Sarah E. Davis, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
Alexander Davis, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900, 1902, 1913-1921).
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paroled or furloughed. Joseph Upshur Fogg, one of Marshall's witnesses, sent a note that
Marshall had led many men from the Eastern Shore counties of Accomac and
Northampton to Gloucester Point to sign up for service, one being Fogg's brother.
Apparently, Fogg's attestation sufficed as Marshall was approved for a pension beginning
in 1923 at $162.50. What also may have helped was that Fogg had already received a
pension. 5
Between 1927 and 1934, ten widows applied for a pension. 6 No records were
published of who received pensions during this period, nor how much was disbursed.
What is interesting about this period, though, is that four of the ten applicants applied in

1929, then three years passed before Nannie H. Alvis applied on January 2, 1933. On the
application, Nannie did not list the date of her husband's death, but did attest that William
James Alvis died of stomach cancer. William Alvis did not receive a pension in King
William County, but he and Nannie had been married at Hebron in King William on
August 14, 1894. Nannie Alvis wrote on her application that her husband served in
Company C of the Fourteenth Virginia Infantry first enlisting May 10, 1861 at Palmyra at
the age of eighteen. She also wrote that he was held as a prisoner of war until May, 1865
at Columbia, Virginia. 7

5Pension Application for J. Henry Marshall, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1923-

1926).
6Nannie H. Alvis, Ella Atkins, Mrs. Lucian Atkins, Wilma T. Eastwood, Belle J.
Fox, Bessie D. Moncure, Sophie C. Robinson, Lucy B. Schools, and Rebecca Wyatt all
applied during this period. Annie Temple Fogg also applied in this period, continuing her
husband's pension.
7Pension Application for Nannie H. Alvis, 1902 Roll.
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In 1934, Rebecca Wyatt applied for a pension. Her husband, Andrew Jackson
Wyatt, died twelve years earlier in Richmond from complications precipitated by paralysis.
The Wyatts were married June 28, 1894 in Middlesex County by Leroy Lee Banks. On
her application, fifty-nine year old Rebecca specified that her husband enlisted June 2,
1861 at Little Plymouth in King and Queen County and served in Company G of the
Twenty-sixth Virginia Infantry under Colonel Connell and Captain Spencer. Andrew
applied for a pension over a decade before his wife, citing paralysis. He attested on his
application, however, that he joined near Petersburg serving from the summer of 1864 to
the end of the war. He also affirmed that he found a substitute who took his place at
Wyatt's supposed initial enlistment on June 2, 1861. 8
The greatest volume for the receipt of initial pension applications in King William
County occurred in 1900. Thirty-six applications were received and processed, with
twenty-nine applications from veterans. 9 The second highest year with the most pension
applications processed occurred during the first year when pensions were available, 1888,
when eleven were processed. Two applications could not be located as they were not

8Little Plymouth is located across the Mattaponi River from King William County.

Andrew Jackson Wyatt received $100 beginning in 1920. The Annual Report indicates
that he also received $32.50 in fiscal year 1923. He received this amount before his death
in December 1922. Rebecca would have been nineteen in 1894, the year of their marriage.
Andrew was seventy-one when he applied in 1920, which would mean he was forty-five in
1894; see Pension Application for Rebecca Wyatt, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
Andrew J. Wyatt, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1920-1923).
9A discrepancy exists between the applications filed and the pensions paid. Forty

new pensioners were added to the rolls in 1900, which is four more than the new
applications processed. The difference exists because some applications may have been
lost and not actually filed until the pension clerks could catch up from the deluge of
applications received in 1900. Table 4 illustrates that the number of pensioners in Virginia
more than tripled from 1899 to 1900.
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with the King William County records. These applications belonged to J. H. Cridlin, who
received a $30 pension in 1889 and 1890, and Catherine Cook, who received a $30
pension in 1891. Only two applications were ever declined out of the 141 received by the
state, John H. Guthraw and Gardner F. Shackelford. Guthraw never proved that he had
been wounded, despite stating that he lost "the use of the left leg wholly" during the 1862
campaign. He also included with his first application that he "was unable to work & have
been a sniflle, even viral, becoming worse & worse." His application was turned down by
the State Auditor of Public Accounts as "Not Wounded-Disallowed." He reapplied again
in 1896, but was again rejected as "Not wounded Disability not effect of wound &
therefore not intitled to pension under the act Disallowed." 10 The reason for
Shackelford's initial decline was not stated on his application, like that on Guthraw's. In
contrast to Guthraw, Shackelford was wounded on the scalp. Apparently, though, his
wound was not severe enough to warrant a pension according to the 1888 Pension Act as
it was originally interpreted. Shackelford applied again in 1899 and was accepted,
receiving his first pension in 1900 in the amount of $15, plus another $15 to cover 1899. 11
His application was the last one approved in King William County under the 1888 Pension
Act.
Of the fifty-four widows who applied for pensions between 1888 and 1934, eight
lost their husbands during the war. Six of these widows applied for a pension in 1888,
each being accepted. Lucy E. Eubank did not apply for a pension until May 5, 1900, and
then received $3. 75 for 1900 only. 12 Catherine Cook received her one $3 0 pension in

10Pension Application for John H. Guthraw, 1888 Roll.
11 Pension Application for G. F. Shackelford, 1888 Roll~ Annual Report (1900).
12Pension Application for Lucy E. Eubank, 1900 Roll. Thomas and Lucy Eubank

58

1891. In order for her to receive this pension, she must have lost her husband in the war,
though her application is not on file to confirm this assumption. Eight more widows lost
their husbands after the war ended, but before pensions were first paid in 1888. Lucy C.
Morris lost her husband, Francis C. Morris, from pneumonia on April 20, 1885. She
applied for a pension on August 1, 1916 at the age of sixty-nine. The pension clerk wrote
back to her that she needed to supply proof of her husband's service since she could only
remember that he served in Captain James L. Smith's Company in Colonel Hughes'
Battalion of Longstreet's Corps. Her children wrote back explaining that Lucy was too
sick to remember the details, but they would do the best they could. Their response was
not included with the application records, but apparently what was provided, if anything,
was sufficient for Lucy Morris received a pension for seven years beginning in 1917. 13
Widows Continuing Husband's Pension
Thirty-eight widows lost their husbands after the 1888 Pension Act passed.
Sixteen widows continued to accept a pension after their husbands received a pension.
James H. Gary enlisted in West Point, Virginia in April 1861 in the Ninth Virginia Cavalry,
Company H. Gary, an illiterate lumber inspector, applied for a Confederate pension on
May 19, 1916 at the age of seventy-one. He cited kidney trouble and partial blindness as
his disabilities. Eight different men signed his application attesting to his service,
residency, and physical condition. Two of these men eventually received pensions, Joseph
U. Fogg and William B. Martin. Martin served with Gary in the Ninth Virginia Cavalry.
Gary received a pension of $50 for two years before passing away on January 2, 1918 in

married in Beulahville on May 3, 1857. Thomas served in the Fifty-third Virginia Infantry.
13Pension

Application for Lucy C. Morris, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1917-1923).
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West Point of "chronic intesatitial nephritis and artereo-schlerosis." Gary's wife, whom he
married November 11, 1868 by Reverend R.H. Land, applied for a pension three months
after his death. Willie Etta Gary had six different men testify on her application, including
Joseph U. Fogg, William D. Lacy, and William C. Nunn, none of whom served with
James. Willie Etta received a pension from 1918 to her death in 1926. The Garys, with
their four daughters and two sons, owned their house in West Point in 1900. Half the
children were gone ten years later, leaving two daughters and one son. By 1920, with
James having passed away two years earlier, Willie Etta's sister resided in the house, along
with a daughter and son.14
Three of the sixteen widows waited for some time before applying for a pension.
Lewis G. Hundley, a veteran of the Essex Grays, Company G, received a pension in 1900
and 1901 totalling $5.25. He mentioned sores on both legs and rheumatism as the reason
for his application. Hundley died of "malarial fever" on July 11, 1901, leaving his wife,
Nannie R. Hundley, whom he married December 25, 1871 by Reverend Williams. Nannie
did not apply until May 31, 1920 at the age of seventy-five. The county treasurer
confirmed $350 in total assets. She had Miles Chandler King and Robert C. Hill, Sr.
verify her residency, as well as her husband's service. Both men were current Confederate
pensioners. Nannie received a Confederate pension until at least 1926. In 1910, Nannie
owned her farm. She had a son, daughter, and grandson living with her. In 1920, she was
living with her son's family offour. 15

14Pension Application for James H. Gary, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
Willie Etta Gary, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1916-1926); 1900, 1910, and 1920
Manuscript Census.
15Pension Application for Lewis G. Hundley, 1900 Roll; Pension Application for
Mrs. Nannie R. Hundley, 1902 Roll; 1910 and 1920 Manuscript Census; Annual Report
(1900, 1901, 1920-1926).
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Sarah E. Davis applied for a pension eleven years after her husband, Alexander,
died. Virginia Edwards waited eight years after her husband passed away before applying
for a pension. Her husband, James Thomas Edwards, received a pension for only one
year, 1900, in which he received $2.25. He died of rheumatism on March 12, 1901.
Edwards had a colorful service history in Company K of the Forty-seventh Virginia
Infantry. He enlisted July 9, 1861, was listed AWOL June 7 to August 19, 1862 when he
was arrested. He was subsequently courtmartialed on April 9, 1863 and sentenced to
three months of hard labor. He was eventually paroled on April 23, 1865. The 1908
changes in the pension law specified that a widow's eligibility began if the marriage took
place before May 1, 1866. Somehow, Virginia Edwards was approved despite marrying
James on August 2, 1866. She received a pension from 1908 to at least 1926. 16
The remaining twenty-two widows received a pension, though their husbands
never applied for one. Sarah Ann Allen applied for a pension on April 7, 1907 at the age
of fifty-nine. She applied five years after her husband, William Thomas Allen died. She
wrote on her application that William served in Company H of the Fifty-third Virginia
Infantry. He was admitted to the Soldiers Home in Richmond on April 6, 1898, and died
there from epilepsy and rheumatism. She wrote that he "served all during war, was
wounded in head & never recovered from effects of wound." Sarah received a pension
from 1907 to 1914.17

16Pension Application for James T. Edwards, 1900 Roll; Pension Application for
Virginia Edwards, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1900, 1909-1926); Homer D. Musselman,
Forty-seventh Virginia Infantry, Virginia Regimental Series (Lynchburg, Virginia: H. E.
Howard, Inc., 1991), 23.
17Pension Application for Sarah Ann Allen, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (19071914).
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Mary E. Wright applied for a pension May 5, 1900. Her husband, William H.
Wright, had died seven years earlier, on May 23, 1893, of stomach cancer. William had
served in Company Hof the Fifty-third Virginia Infantry. The Wrights were married
December 25, 1849. Mary received a pension from 1900 to 1907. On her application,
Mary had three signers to confirm her husband's service and her residency. Two of these
signers's wives eventually received a pension, Richard Fox (Belle J. Fox) and William A
Mitchell (Mary Fannie Mitchell). ls
Jane H. Moran received a pension under the 1902 Pension Act from 1904 to 1917.
She married George T. Moran in 1854 before he joined Company Hof the Fifty-third
Virginia Infantry. George died February 11, 1894 from paralysis caused by exposure. 19
Units of Service
The military service units of the soldiers who served in the war for both the
veterans and the husbands of the widows are broken down in Table 12. All but four of the
eighty-eight veterans stated their unit of service as required in the application. 20 The
service for sixty-eight of the veterans was confirmed by searching in the Virginia
Regimental Series, King William County in the Civil War, or whose names appear on the
Confederate monument in the courtyard of King William County's Courthouse. 21 Of the

18Pension Application for Mary E. Wright, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900-

1907).
19Pension Application for Jane H. Moran, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1904-1917).
20J. H. Cridlin, who had no application on file, John C. Gardner, Bernard
Lipscomb, and James H. Pollard did not list a unit of service. All of King William
County's pensioners or husbands of pensioners served in a Virginia unit.
21These sixty-eight veterans whose service record was confirmed represents 77.3
percent of the eighty-eight pensioned; see Dorothy Francis Atkinson, King William
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eighty-eight who stated their unit of service, over half were in the infantry.22 For
example, William Taylor Thacker served in Company E of the Nineteenth Virginia
Infantry. He received a pension for one year, 1900, when he was disbursed $2.25. He
stated on his application that he suffered a flesh wound during the war, as well as suffered
from rheumatism, "spinal and kidney affections," and disabled right arm and hand. 23
One-fifth of the veterans served in artillery units. 24 For example, Richard Calvin
Robinson served in Carter's Battery, also known as the King William Artillery. He was
sixty-eight when he wrote on his application that the reason for his pension application
was from a "wound received in right arm @ Fair Oaks in the 7 days right around
Richmond." After applying on May 11, 1900, he received a pension for two years, 1900
and 1901, totalling $5.25.25
Another fifth of King William's veterans served in cavalry units. 26 Robert C. Hill,
Sr. applied for a pension on April 22, 1918 claiming service in Company Hof the Ninth

County in the Civil War· Along Mangohick Byways (Lynchburg, Virginia: H. E.
Howard, Inc., 1990), 260-75. Hereinafter, cited as King William.
22Forty-six veterans served in the infantry representing 52.3 percent of the eightyeight King William veterans who received a Confederate pension.
23Pension Application for William Taylor Thacker, 1900 Roll; Annual Report
(1900). Virtually all new pensioners received a small pension in 1900 because of the large
influx of new pensioners and the shortage of funds.
24Eighteen veterans served in an artillery unit of the Confederate Army, or 20.5
percent of all veteran pensioners; see Table 12.
25Pension Application for R. Calvin Robinson, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (19001901).
26The twenty veterans who stated that they served in a cavalry unit represent 22. 7
percent of all King William County's Confederate veteran pensioners; see Table 12.
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Virginia Cavalry. He listed total assets of $1,282. Two months previous, the General
Assembly had increased the maximum property from $1,000 to $2,000. Old age and
rheumatism were the reasons that he provided on his application. He wrote that he signed
up for service June, 1861 at the King William Courthouse and served to the end of the
war. The pension clerk verified from the official records that Hill enlisted for service on
September 22, 1862, was captured April 3, 1865, and paroled April 20, 1865.27 Of the
five witnesses who signed Hill's application verifying residency and service, two were
former Confederate soldiers who applied the same day as he, William B. Martin and Miles
Chandler King. In fact, all three served in the same company of the Ninth Cavalry. These
three men signed each other's application. B. C. Garrett, the Court Clerk, and J.B. M.
Pullen signed all three applications to verify residency. The only difference among the
applications was that Deucalion Gregory was the signing physician for Hill and King,
while W. E. Craxton was Martin's physician. The state pension clerk verified that Martin
enlisted March 21, 1864, and was paroled April 27, 1865. Martin listed that his health
problems resulted from "chronic cystitis" and old age. King wrote that his reasons for
applying were from old age and "enlargement of testicles." The pension clerk verified that
Martin enlisted March 1864 and was paroled April 28, 1865. Martin and King listed their
ages as seventy-two, while Hill claimed that he was eighty. 28

27Hill and Andrew Jackson Wyatt were the only King William Confederate
soldiers who eventually received a pension that provided a substitute during the Civil War.
This substitute may explain why Hill wrote on his application of his signing up for service
on June, 1861; see Robert Krick, Ninth Virginia Cavalry, Virginia Regimental Series
(Lynchburg, Virginia: H. E. Howard, Inc., 1982), 79. Hereinafter, cited as Ninth.
28Pension Application for R. C. Hill, Sr, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for M.
Chandler King, 1902 Roll; and Pension Application for William B. Martin, 1902 Roll.

64

Widows who received a pension also had to have the service records of their
Confederate veteran husband confirmed before they could receive a pension. As Table 12
illustrates, of fifty-four widows who applied for a pension, only two, Mrs. Lucian Atkins
and Catherine Cook, did not state the unit of their husband's service.29 Thirty-seven of
the remaining fifty-two husbands of future pensioners had their service confirmed. 30 Mary
Eleanor Waring of Rumford was one of nine widows who stated that their husband served
in a cavalry unit. 31 Charles Westmore Waring, Mary's husband, served in Company F of
the Ninth Virginia Cavalry. He was a prisoner at Point Lookout at an unspecified time.
He died of consumption December 3, 1869.32
Six widows claimed their husband served in an artillery unit. 33 Mary E. Brooks of
Enfield applied for a pension on August 7, 1925. 34 Her husband, Albert (Allie) Eugene

29 Catherine Cook did not have an application on file. On her 1929 pension
application Mrs. Lucian Atkins based her claim from marriage to her first husband. She
was married to Robert A. Gouldman at Stevensville by Reverend Dr. Alfred Bagby in
1889. Gouldman died 1904 from brain tumors. She then married Lucian Atkins who died
July 8, 1928. Mrs. Atkins wrote that Gouldman joined the service at Hanover Courthouse
in 1862, and was captured in 1864 "by the enemy." She did not record his regiment of
service, and the pension clerk's inquiries revealed a number of Robert Gouldmans serving
in the Confederate Army. Proof of her receiving a pension could not be confirmed as the
pension rolls only enumerate pensioners to 1926; see Pension Application for Mrs. Lucian
Atkins, 1902 Roll.
30Whether by their name being on the Confederate monument, their name
appearing on the rosters of the Virginia Regimental Series, or in Atkinson's King William,
71.2 percent had their service confirmed.
31 These nine serving in cavalry units represent 11.1 percent of the widow
pensioners; see Table 12.
32Pension Application for Mary Eleanor Waring, 1902 Roll.
33These veterans whose wives received a pension represent 16.7 percent of
widows' husbands serving in artillery units; see Table 12.
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Brooks, served in Carter's Battery, and was a pension recipient from 1900 to 1918_35 Ann
E. Brown applied for a pension October 29, 1919 at the age of seventy-four. Her
husband, William Brown, died August 29, 1918 from stomach cancer. William also
received a pension, having applied April 24, 1901 citing stomach problems, rheumatism,
and general disability. William, a New Jersey native and farmer, served in Carter's Battery
from March 26, 1864 to February 28, 1865 being captured May 12, 1864 at Spotsylvania
Courthouse. The Browns were married December 22, 1867 by Dr. L. Edwards. William
received a pension from 1901 to his death in 1918. Ann E. Brown received a pension
from 1920 to at least 1926. In 1900, the Browns owned their own home and still had one
son living with them, thirteen year old William B. The elder William listed house
carpenter as his occupation in 1900. The Browns lived by themselves in 1910, residing on
their own farm. 36
The majority of widow's husbands served in an infantry unit, thirty-six of the fiftyfour, representing 66.7 percent of the group. The approximate ten percent disparity
between the veterans and the widow's husbands' unit of service can be discerned when the

34The 1926 Pension Roll does not list Mary E. Brooks as receiving a pension for
that year.
35 Albert Brooks' estate received $25 in 1919 for his funeral expenses, which
would make Mary Brooks' death date for her husband at least one year off. Mary wrote
that her husband died from epilepsy on October 18, 1920. The application for Albert
Brooks lists the reasons for his applying as rheumatism, old age, and "subject to epileptic
fits." Mary Brooks must have been mistaken in filling out her application. She was sixtyeight at the time of her applying; see Pension Application for Mary E. Brooks, 1902 Roll;
Pension Application for Allie Eugune Brooks, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900-1917).
36Pension Application for Ann E. Brown, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
William Brown, 1900 Roll; 1900 and 1910 Manuscript Census; Annual Report (19011926).
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eight widows who lost their husband in the war is considered. Seven widows who lost
their husband in the war listed their husband as an infantryman in one of three units. Mary
Elizabeth Huckstep lost her husband, Ira Huckstep, when he died a prisoner at Point
Lookout. 37 Mary S. Prince became a widow of Robert H. Prince in 1862 when he was
killed· in the Second Battle ofManassas. 38 Sarah A. Walker lost her husband, Andrew B.
Walker, in June, 1862. He died in a hospital in Richmond after being wounded ten days
earlier at White Oak Swamp. All three of these men served in the Twenty-second Virginia
Infantry. 39 Robert M. Tabb, husband of Charlotte E. Tabb, served as an infantryman in
the Twenty-first Virginia when he was killed in 1863 at an unspecified battlesite in
Virginia. 40 The last three widows all stated that their husband served in the Fifty-third
Virginia Infantry. Sarah Pollard lost her husband, William George Pollard at the Battle of
Sharpsburg, September 17, 1862. Emily Pointer became a widow on April 7, 1866, when
her husband, William B. Pointer, died. Though his death did not actually occur during the
war, he died "from wounds received in the civil war between the states. 1141 Lucy E.
Eubank became a widow in April, 1865 when her husband, Thomas Eubank, died of
consumption. The reason for his death from illness instead of death from battle-related
injuries would explain why she did not apply for a pension until the 1900 Pension Act was

37Pension Application for Mary Elizabeth Huckstep, 1888 Roll.
38Pension Application for Mary S. Prince, 1888 Roll.
39Pension Application for Sarah A. Walker, 1888 Roll.
40Pension Application for Charlotte Tabb, 1888 Roll.
41Pension Application for Emily Pointer, 1888 Roll.
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passed. This act allowed widows to apply whose husbands died from causes other than
wounds received in battle. 42
Thomas B. Waring submitted his application before any other King William
County pensioner. He applied March 26, 1888, just three weeks after the first pension act
was passed. Waring was forty-five years old when he applied, having been wounded while
serving in the Third Virginia Cavalry. His unit was assigned to cover the infantry retreat
from South Mountain, Maryland September 15, 1862. He was shot in the right leg just
above the knee. The application does not mention if his leg was amputated. 43 Eight other
applications were received a month later, on April 23, 1888, half from widows. G. F.
Shackelford applied one month later for a pension, but his was the first application in King
William County that was submitted to the State Auditor of Public Accounts for payment
of pension and rejected. 44

42Lucy E. Eubank applied for a pension on May 5, 1900; see Pension Application
for Lucy E. Eubank, 1900 Roll. Richard Fox was listed as the lone witness for her,
serving as a voucher of residency. Richard Fox himself did not receive a pension, though
he was a veteran having served in the Fourth Local Defense Battalion. However, his wife,
Belle J. Fox, applied for a pension on April 6, 1925. Richard died from "blood overflowed
brains" on August 7, 1907. The Foxs were married March 28, 1877 by John 0. Turpin.
One of the witnesses of Richard Fox's death was Rosa Atkins who received a pension
beginning in 1917. The two former Confederates signing Rosa's application, Thomas L.
Atkins and James R. Reid, were also pensioners; see Pension Application for Belle J. Fox,
1902 Roll; Pension Application for Rosa Atkins, 1902 Roll.
43Pension Application for Thomas B. Waring, 1888 Roll.
44Shackelford states in his initial application that he was wounded May 24, 1863 at
Chancellorsville. He declares also that he was shot the day after Stonewall Jackson was
mortally wounded, which may indicate just what a blow Jackson's death may have had for
the Confederate Army, if twenty-five years later he associates the date of his wounding
with that of Jackson's death. He affirms in his application that he received "A scalp wound
about-2 ins. over right-eye. two fingers of right-hand. and the left leg."
"DISALLOWED" was hand-written across the application, but no reason was given. The
only explanation would be that the wound was not considered serious enough. The injury
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The passage of the 1900 Pension Act was accompanied by a large increase in
applicants. On May 11, 1900, twenty pension applications were received in the King
William County Courthouse that were eventually approved and sent to the Auditor of
Public Accounts for payment. One of the veterans who applied in 1900 was the only King
William pensioner not born in the United States, Charles Moser of Rumford, a native of
Germany. Moser applied April 27, 1900 because of "asthma, rheumatism, infirmities of
age, and shortness of breath." He served in Company Hof the Fifty-third Virginia
Infantry. He received a pension for at least eight years. 45 One of the seven widows who
applied for a pension in 1900 was Mary Edward Chilton of West Point. Her husband,
Cornelius D. Chilton died of dropsy two years previous. He had served in the Twentyfifth Virginia Infantry. 46
Thomas B. Waring was not the youngest veteran to apply for a pension. 47 In fact,
two veterans were younger at the time that they applied in 1888. James H. Eubank and

to the fingers of the right hand and left leg were not specified. Shackelford applied again
on September 26, 1899 under the 1888 Pension Act. He wrote that he suffered "disability
in the use of both hands the right hand so that I can not use it especially in bad weather."
He also specified that his disability resulted from "charging the breastworks" at
Chancellorsville. His application was approved, and he received his first pension in 1900;
see Pension Application for G. F. Shackelford, 1888 Roll; Annual Report (1900).
45 Charles Moser's last recorded pension was in 1907 for $15. No printed records

exist for 1908, so his receipt in that year cannot be confirmed, but he did not receive a
pension in any year from 1909 on; see Pension Application for Charles Moser, 1900 Roll;
Annual Report (1900-1909).
46 The Chiltons married in 1858. Mary received a pension for 1900 only receiving

$3.75; see Pension Application for Mary Edward Chilton, 1900 Roll; Annual Report
(1900).
47 Some widows offered their ages on their pension application, but most did not.

Therefore, a comparison of widows among themselves, or with the veterans, would not
yield valid results.
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James Andrew Cridlin were forty-three and forty-four, respectively. Eubank applied on
April 23, 1888 for his service in Company K of the Thirty-fourth Virginia Infantry. He
"was shot through the right-wrist ... while holding the line" at Hatcher's Run on March
31, 1865. Eubank indicated on his application that as a result of the wound his "hand and
fingers are ctrawn, rendering them useless. 1148 Cridlin, another infantryman, served in
Company A of the Second Virginia. His application, also received on April 23, 1888,
states that he was wounded March 31, 1865 at Five Forks, "By a Minnie ball through the
Fibula of the left leg." He had been "on Skirmish" when the wound occurred. He claimed
to have been "Discharged at time from wound, severe inflammation, and inability to walk."
Cridlin did not receive a pension in 1888, but is enumerated on the 1888 pension roll. A
possible reason for this omission was that William M. Butchard, who was not listed as a
pensioner in King William County, was given a power of attorney by Cridlin on May 14,
1888 to collect his pension. Cridlin's first pension was for $15, an amount he received
until 1902. 49
Four veterans applying for a pension did not give their age on their applications,
William Brown, Charles Terry, George Tebbs, and John Gardner. Brown and Tebbs
served in Carter's Battery. Gardner did not list a unit of service, yet still received a
pension from 1900 to 1915, the state paying a funeral expense in 1916.so Of the

48Pension Application for James H. Eubank, 1888 Roll.
49Pension Application for James Andrew Cridlin, 1888 Roll; Annual Report
(1888-1902).
50Pension Application for William Brown, 1900 Roll; Pension Application for

Charles E. Terry, 1900 Roll; Pension Application for George Tebbs, 1888 Roll; Pension
Application for John Gardner, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900-1916).
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remaining eighty-four veterans who included their ages, Alex P. Davis and J. Henry
Marshall were the oldest applicants at eighty-five years of age each. Davis applied June
13, 1900 because of rheumatism, dropsy, and an inability to walk. He blamed his disability
from "exposure in the war."51
In 1865, Andrew Jackson Wyatt was sixteen, making him the youngest eventual
Confederate pensioner. Wyatt served in the Twenty-sixth Virginia Infantry from the
summer of 1864, joining near Petersburg, to the end of the war. Dr. B. B. Bagby
confirmed that his disability was from paralysis. 52 The oldest veteran in 1865, Alex P.
Davis, was fifty. The average age of all eighty-four pensioners in 1865 was just over
twenty-seven. 53
Wounds, Rheumatism, and Aging
Table 13 denotes the wounds that were indicated on the application by the
veterans. Significantly, many veterans under the 1900 Pension Act listed "rheumatism" as
a secondary malady. William Garnett described his disabilities as "old age, general
disability, rheumatism, grovel." He applied May 11, 1900 at the age of sixty-three, having
served in Company G and H of the Fifty-sixth Virginia Infantry. 54 Another twenty-three

51Pension Application for A. P. Davis, 1900 Roll.
52 The state pension clerk found Wyatt's enlistment to be June 2, 1861, which
would have made Wyatt twelve years of age at his enlistment; see Pension Application for
Andrew J. Wyatt, 1902 Roll.
53 The difference between the age at application and 1865 was first determined,
then all 1865 ages were added together and divided by eighty-four to come up with an
average 1865 age for King William County's Confederate veteran pensioners of27.3 years
of age.
54Pension Application for William Garnett, 1900 Roll.
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veterans listed rheumatism, but not one application mentioned this ailment as the primary
disability. The 1902 Pension Roll, however, has only five applicants who declared
rheumatism as a secondary problem, but four other applicants listed rheumatism as their
only health problem. For example, when James R. Reid of West Point applied for a
pension on June 9, 1905, he blamed his ailment on exposure from serving in Company K
of the Thirty-fourth Virginia Infantry. He stated further that before the war he was
"hearty as a buck." Also, to give added emphasis to his devotion, he stated that he was
"loyal & true to the cause for which fought. 1155 Reid received a pension from 1905 to at
least 1926. 56
Aging became a health issue for the veterans as they grew old and feeble.
Fourteen of the forty applicants on the 1900 Pension Roll listed age as a health concern,
representing thirty-five percent of the applicants. Andrew Jackson Moore ofEpsworth
wrote on his application, filed May 26, 1900, that "old age" was the reason for his
applying. He had served in Carter's Battery, but of the six men he had verify his
application information, none had served in his unit. One would eventually receive a
pension, Samuel T. Bowles, Sr., and two, G. T. Moran and W. A Mitchell, never applied
for a pension, but their wives did. Moore, received $3 in 1901, $30 in 1902, and received
a pension every year until 1913 when he received $36. In 1910, Moore lived and worked

55Pension Application for James R. Reid, 1902 Roll.
56 The Pension Rolls enumerate Reid as receiving a pension every year through

1926. Somehow, though, he received a $25 funeral expense in 1925. He may have
returned this amount, but no records can verify why it was paid in the first place. The only
other explanation would be a typographical error on the part of the printer; see Annual
Report (1905-1926).
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on his own farm with his wife and son. In 1914 his estate received $25 for funeral
expenses. 57
John Phillips of Aylett applied for a pension on May 11, 1900 citing first old age,
then "general disability, rheumatism in my leg, cannot rest at night." His service in the
Fifty-third Virginia Infantry was confirmed by G. T. Moran and W. A. Mitchell, both
comrades in his unit. Phillips, an illiterate farmer who owned his farm, lived in 1910 with
his wife, two daughters, and one grandson. He received a pension from 1900 to 1915,
and his estate received $25 for funeral expenses in 1916.58
The 1902 Pension Roll included fifteen of the forty-four applicants who listed age
as their main application reason, which is 34.1 percent. Two applicants on the 1902
Pension Roll expressed no health concerns; James H. Burch of Enfield and George
Washington Hancock of Palls listed nothing on their applications, but both had been
prisoners of war. Burch applied April 7, 1914, and received a pension beginning in that
year and continuing until 1921. Burch served in Company B of the Fifty-third Virginia
Infantry. He had nine signatures affirming his residency and service. Three of these men
also served in the Fifty-third and were pensioners: William Turpin, Thomas D. Rice, and
Andrew J. Blake. A fourth man, Lewis N. Blake, was a pensioner, but served in a
different unit. 59 George Washington Hancock was sixty-six years old when he applied for
a pension on May 16, 1910. He was an illiterate farmer who served in Parker's Battery

57Pension Application for Andrew Jackson Moore, 1900 Roll; Annual Report
(1901-1914); 1910 Manuscript Census.
58Pension Application for John Philips, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900-1916);
1910 Manuscript Census.
59Pension Application for James H. Burch, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (19141921).
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beginning in April, 1862. He testified that he was captured at Sayler's Creek and
imprisoned at Point Lookout until three months after the war concluded. 60
Pension Length
Table 14 lists the average number of years that King William County's Confederate
veterans and widows received a pension between 1888 and 1926, the last year a roster of
all pensioners was printed. The table distinguishes the average length of a pension
received under the three separate acts for this period. The pensioners under the 1888 Act
received a pension for almost fifteen years. The greatest disparity for number of years a
pension was received occurred between the veterans and widows of the 1902 Pension Act.
Widows received pensions an average 1.5 years longer. Overall, widows received
pensions almost two years longer than veterans. The combined 127 pensioners received
on average a pension for just over seven years. Lucy C. Morris received a pension for
seven years, beginning in 1917. Augustine Atkins received a pension for twenty-seven
years. In fact, before his death September 16, 1916, Atkins began with a $60
commutation in 1887, received a $15 pension in 1888, then progressed over the ensuing
years until 1916 when he received $50. The State of Virginia paid $25 of his funeral
expense, then began paying his wife, Rosa, a pension until her death in 1925. 61
John Davis was one of fourteen veterans who received a pension for only one year.
He applied for disability because of old age and "general disability." Davis, a veteran of
Company K of the Second Virginia Infantry, received $2.25 in 1900 after applying on May

60Pension Application for George W. Hancock, 1902 Roll. Hancock received a

pension from 1910 until 1917; see Annual Report (1910-1917).
61 Pension Application for Augustine Atkins, 1888 Roll; Pension Application for

Rosa Atkins, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1888-1925).
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11 of that year. 62 Cornelius Lukhard, an illiterate cavalryman in the Ninth Virginia

Cavalry, applied June 12, 1901 at the age of seventy-three. He listed old age and
consumption as reasons for his application. He had been listed AWOL during his service
in the Ninth, yet still received a pension for one year, 1901, for $3. 63
Charlotte E. Tabb received a pension longer than any other widow, thirty-two
years. 64 Five widows procured a pension for one year only. Mary A. Mitchell, for
example, was seventy-five when she applied June 6, 1916. She received $66 in 1917,
which included $33 for 1916 as a retroactive payment. Her application states that her
husband, William Fountain Mitchell, died of heart trouble at an unspecified date. He had
served in Company D, also known as the Mattaponi Guards, of the Fifty-third Virginia
Infantry. A Confederate pensioner from Mitchell's unit, Thomas L. Atkins, claimed
service with him on Mary's application. One of three who testified of William's death was
James R. Reid, another of.King William County's pensioners. Two current pensioners
signified the status of Mary A. Mitchell's residency, James N. Eubank and William H.
Turpin. Two other signatories testifying to William Fountain Mitchell's service were
Andrew M. Dunston and Travers D. Moncure. 65 Dunston was receiving a pension at the
time for service in Carter's Battery. 66 Moncure's wife, Bessie D. Moncure, applied for a
pension February 2, 1929 for his service in the Richmond Howitzers. 67

62Pension Application for John Davis, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900).
63Pension Application for Cornelius Lukhard, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1901);
Krick, Ninth, 86.

64Annual Report (1888-1923).
65Pension Application for Mrs. Mary A Mitchell, 1902 Roll.
66Pension Application for Andrew M. Dunston, 1900 Roll.
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Social Interconnectedness

An interesting comparison can be made among the veterans and widows in King
William County in their social relations to each other after the war. The applications
required several signatures verifying residency, service in the war, and sometimes
confirmation of the death of a spouse for the widows. A closer look at the
interconnectedness between some of the military groups would be useful to find if the
social groups continued after the war from these military organizations formed during the
Civil War.
Table 15 compares the three most prevalent units among the pensioners. Of the
eighty-eight veterans, forty-three served in the Ninth Virginia Cavalry, Fifty-third Virginia
Infantry, or Carter's Battery. Of the fifty-four widows, exactly half of their husbands
served in one of these three units. The total number of signers is compared followed by
how many of these signers received a pension. Ten Confederate pensioners served in
Company B, F, or Hof the Ninth Virginia Cavalry. On their applications, seventeen
signatures appeared verifying service and residency from eleven different men. Carter's
Battery pensioners had twenty-seven different signers for the nineteen applicants, sixteen
of whom also received a pension. But, as Table 15 illustrates further, only four of the
signers actually served in Carter's Battery, three of these receiving a pension themselves,
James N. Eubank, Spencer R. Waring, and Andrew M. Dunston. The Ninth Cavalry was
most indicative of a close social group that continued after the war. Of the sixteen
application signers, eleven served from the Ninth. This pattern may suggest that the
members of the Ninth Cavalry were not fully integrated members of the social fabric

67 Travers D. Moncure died of heart trouble in January, 1918; see Pension

Application for Bessie D. Moncure, 1902 Roll.
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within King William County. The Ninth and Fifty-third had almost a one-to-one ratio of
application signers to pensioners. Carter's Battery pensioners had eight more application
signers than applicants, suggesting the members of this group represented a larger social
group.68
According to Dorothy Francis Atkinson's record at the end of her book, sixty-four
King William County residents served in the Fifth Virginia Battery or Fifty-third Virginia
Infantry. Twenty-nine of these sixty-four men or their widows received a pension, which
is 45.3 percent of King William's representation in the unit. This figure is a much higher
percentage than the next two most represented units, Carter's Battery and the Ninth
Virginia Cavalry. Nannie D. Lewis's husband, John Rowland Lewis, was one of these
men. He was wounded at Sharpsburg in September 1862. The Lewises were married
after the war, on January 13, 1868 by Reverend R.H. Land. John died December 9, 1899
of heart failure. In 1900, Nannie headed a household of three, owning her own farm with
her seventeen year-old daughter, Minnie, and a black male teenager. She applied April 24,

1908 for a pension at the age of sixty-two with $202 in verified assets. She had three
signers on her application, one was L. L. Littlepage, the only signer of the three who
would receive a pension, and the only one who served with John Rowland Lewis in
Company D of the Fifty-third. In 1910, Nannie lived with her son in his household of six
on a rented farm. Nannie received a pension from 1909 to 1921. 69

Ninth;

68 Confederate Pension Applications, 1888, 1900, and 1902 Pension Rolls; Krick,
Macaluso, Morris..

69Pension Application for Mrs. Nannie D. Lewis, 1902 Roll; Annual Report
(1909-1921); 1900 and 1910 Manuscript Census.
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The Ninth Cavalry had fourteen pensioners out of the seventy-two serving in the
unit from King William County for 19.4 percent. Straughan H. Lukhard of West Point
received a pension from 1904 to 1913, his estate receiving a funeral expense in 1914. He
had served in Company H of the Ninth, joining in 1861 at West Point, and served to the
end of the war. In 1900, he was a widower farmer renting a farm with his thirty-two yearold son, Lem. In 1910, Straughn lived with his son's family in a rented house offive. 70
Carter's Battery had 16.4 percent of its King William veterans or widows of
veterans receiving a pension. One hundred sixteen King William residents served in
Carter's Battery, nineteen eventually receiving a pension. 71 One of the veterans who
served in this unit, Thomas J. Bo sher, received a $21. 60 pension in 1911. He had applied
April 18, 1911 claiming old age and general infirmity. 72
Census Records
In 1900, four enumeration districts covered King William County. Of the four
enumerators, one, Andrew J. Blake, a carpenter from Etna Mills, received a Confederate
pension for a decade. Blake applied for a pension June 4, 1909 because of "rheumatism &
kidney trouble" which he blamed on "exposure in army." His service in Company Hof the
Fifty-third Virginia Infantry was confirmed by the state pension clerk. Blake's service
record indicated that he enlisted July, 1861 and served to the surrender at Appomattox in
April, 1865_73

70pension Application for S. H. Lukhard, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1904-1914);

1900 and 1910 Manuscript Census.
71 Atkinson, King William, 260-75.

72Pension Application for Thomas J. Bosher, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1911).

73 Pension Application for Andrew J. Blake, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1909-
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In 1910, the enumeration districts expanded from four to six. One of the
enumerators that year, Joseph C. Johnson ofBeulahville, applied for a pension the next
year and received it for five years. He stated on his application that he suffered from
rheumatism, an enlarged prostate, and kidney trouble. He had two of his comrades who
served with him in the Twenty-second Virginia, Company G, William H. Fox and Robert

H. James both also ofBeulahville, confirm his service. These two men also received
pensions, James having Johnson sign his application as a fellow comrade. Additionally,
James R. Reid, another Confederate pensioner, signed James's and Johnson's applications
to verify residency. 74 The six 1920 enumerators were not Confederate pensioners.
The 1900, 1910, and 1920 census schedules for King William County were
perused for the pensioners, both veterans and widows, to learn more of their lives. 75 A
comparison of the manuscript census records for 1900, 1910, and 1920 reveals some very
interesting aspects in the lives ofKing William County's pensioners. In 1900 six of the
sixty-two current and future pensioners had a servant in the house. 76 (See Table 16.)
Thomas L. Atkins, who would not receive a pension until 1921, and Robert C. Hill, Sr.,

1918).
74Pension Application for Joseph C. Johnson, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1913-

1917); Pension Application for W. H. Fox, 1900 Roll; Pension Application for Robert H.
James, Sr., 1902 Roll.
75No index exists for these Census schedules yet, so a manual line by line search

was undertaken. This method is not the most efficient, but the results are still valid
considering the percentage of pensioners found.
76 The presence of a servant indicates a certain level of financial attainment

especially when realized that every pensioner who had a servant also owned their dwelling,
whether farm or house in the census years; see 1900, 1910, and 1920 Manuscript Census.
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who would not apply for a pension until 1918, each had two servants in the household. 77
In 1910 six pensioners had a total of seven servants, James Polk Edmonds with two
servants in that year. Edmonds applied for a pension nine years later at the age of
seventy-four, receiving his pension from 1919 to his death in 1926. He applied because of
old age, an injured shoulder, and a fractured skull. Edmonds had served in Carter's
Battery as well as being a guard at Libby Prison. 78 In 1920 only two pensioners had a
servant, Mariah L. Cook, who had been receiving a pension for fifteen years, and Sophie
C. Robinson, who would not apply for a pension for another eight years. 79
Table 16 lists the total number of current and eventual veteran and widow
Confederate pensioners who potentially would appear in the King William County census
records if they were living in the county in that year. The highest percentage of pensioners
was found in 1910, when almost seventy percent of the eighty-three pensioners who could
possibly be in King William for that year was found. Just over half were located in the
other two census schedules. 80

77Pension Application for Thomas L. Atkins, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
R. C. Hill, Sr., 1902 Roll; 1900 Manuscript Census. Robert Christopher Hill, Sr. also had
one servant in 1910; see 1910 Manuscript Census.
78Pension Application for James Polk Edmonds, 1902 Roll; 1910 Manuscript
Census; Annual Report (1919-1926).
791900, 1910, and 1920 Manuscript Census; Pension Application for Mariah L.
Cook, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for Sophie C. Robinson, 1902 Roll; Annual Report
(1900-1920). The 1900 pensioners who had a servant in the household represented 9.7
percent of the pensioners for that year. The 1910 pensioners with a servant represented
10.3 percent of the fifty-eight pensioners that year. Cook and Robinson were 7.1 percent
of the twenty-eight pensioners in the 1920 census year; see Table 16.
80Sixty-three of the 123 pensioners were located in 1900 for 51.2 percent. In
1920, twenty-eight out of fifty-three current and future pensioners were found or 52.8
percent.
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The ratio of pensioners to widows is compared in Table 16 for 1900, 1910, and
1920. This table only illustrates those veterans and widows who were then receiving a
pension or would eventually receive a pension. Thus, in 1920 thirty-three widows
eventually received a pension, though Table 11 indicates that there were actually sixteen
widows in King William County receiving a pension. The significance of the overall
numbers of veteran and widow ratios is that if all pensioners in King William County are
taken into consideration, then the ratio is more reflective of the changing proportion of
widows and veteran pensioners in cities for the twenty year period.
Maggie L. Powell was a widow whose application was initially disallowed. Her
husband, George, died of apoplexy on January 17, 1912. He had served in the Fifteenth
Virginia Infantry, Company B. His service was confirmed from 1863 to September 1864.
The problem with the original decline, though, was not the term of service, but that the
county treasurer had indicated that Maggie earned a salary of$750 a year, when the law
allowed only allowed $200 in annual income. This problem was rectified (her actual salary
and assets was $0) and Maggie received two years worth of pension in 1916, totalling
$63. She continued to receive a pension until 1923. 81
Literacy
Leroy C. Adams was an illiterate farmer and veteran of the Twenty-second
Virginia Infantry. He applied for a pension in 1900, receiving one for three years, totalling
$35.25. He listed rheumatism and dropsy as his disabilities. 82 John W. Marshall was

81Pension Application for Mrs. George D. Powell, 1902 Roll; Annual Report
(1916-1923).
82Pension Application for Leroy C. Adams, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (19001903); 1900 Manuscript Census.
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another illiterate member of the Twenty-second. He served for only ten months, receiving
a release for being thirty-five or older. Marshall applied for a Confederate pension on
May 11, 1900 at the age of seventy-four citing kidney disease, old age, and general
disability. His physician, W. Gwathney also verified that he suffered from an enlarged
prostate. Marshall received a pension for six years. 83
Table 17 details that the illiteracy rate declined among the Confederate pensioners
as the years progressed; however, none of those who were uneducated eventually gained
the ability to read and/or write. In other words, an illiterate pensioner remained
unschooled. One reason for this trend may be that pensioners were among the poorest of
society anyway, and they may not have had the time or money to afford the education
necessary to become literate. Two illiteracy rates are given, one for all pensioners and the
other for only the pensioners found in the census schedules. The greatest disparity
between these two figures appears in 1920 when there was a 2.1 percent difference
between the illiteracy rates for all pensioners, and those found in the census. In other
words, the illiteracy rates were comparable, verifying that the method of finding the
pensioners in the census schedules is valid for lack of a better system. (See
Methodology.)
The illiteracy rate dropped from 17 .1 percent for all pensioners in 1900 to twelve
percent in 1910. The rate was halved by 1920 when only 5.7 percent of the pensioners
could not read or write. Table 17 further demonstrates that the illiteracy rate among the
veterans was much greater than that of the widows. In both cases, however, the illiteracy
rate declined over the twenty year span. In 1900, one-fifth of the veterans were illiterate,

83Pension Application for John W. Marshall, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (19001905).
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while only two of the thirty-six widows were unschooled. Ten fewer illiterate veterans
received a pension in 1910, but a total of thirty-seven veterans dropped from the pension
rolls. Three fewer widows received a pension in 1910 than in 1900. One of these
widows, Octavia L. Cobb, was uneducated. Octavia applied May 8, 1900 at the age of
sixty-four. She received a pension from 1900 to 1906 because her husband, Richard
Cobb, served in Carter's Battery. He died May 31, 1882 from pneumonia. James Polk
Edmonds, a pensioner who served in Cobb's unit, was one of Octavia's signers who
verified Richard Cobb's service. 84
Thirty-three widows persisted from 1910 to 1920, but thirty veterans dropped
from the pension rolls. Of these thirty veterans, seven were illiterate. 85 James G. Cosby
was one of these illiterate veterans who received a pension in 1910, but his last pension
was received in 1913 followed by a funeral expense the next year. Cosby was a sixty-six
year-old mechanic who applied for a pension May 11, 1900 because of a rupture resulting
from the "falling of [sic] a horse with me during the War between the states." Cosby had
served in Company A of the Twenty-fourth Virginia Cavalry. On April 5, 1911, blindness
and rheumatism caused Cosby to request a rerating, which was granted. He was upgraded
from a $24 pension for partial disability to $36 total disability.86

84Pension Application for Octavia L. Cobb, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900-

1906).
8 5In 1900, 21.8 percent of the veterans and 5.6 percent of the widows were

illiterate. Both percentages dropped in 1910 when eighteen percent of the veterans and
three percent of the widows were illiterate. The percentage of uneducated widows
remained the same in 1920, but the veterans dropped again, to ten percent illiteracy, or
two of the twenty remaining veterans receiving a Confederate pension from Virginia were
illiterate.
86Pension Application for James G. Cosby, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900-

1914).

83
Heads of Household
Table 18 lists the ratio of heads of household to renters. A higher percentage of
renters were uneducated compared to the percentage of literacy among all pensioners.
Fifteen of the sixty-three pensioners who were heads of household in 1900 rented a house
or farm. Seth Overton Glazebrook, a literate bricklayer, rented a house in 1900 with his
wife, two sons, and three daughters. When he applied for a pension the same year, he
received $2.25. His pension continued until 1911. He was still renting a house in 1910,
but was a widower living by himself 87
Table 18 provides the average household size for the pensioners found in the
census schedules for a twenty year period. Another average is given for the household
size for just the households where a pensioner is the head of household. The mode and
median is also included for illustrative purposes. A decline of a full person occurred in
households with a pensioner from 1900 to 1920. 88 In 1900 Lewis Livingston Littlepage

87Pension Application for S. 0. Glazebrook, 1900 Roll; 1900 and 1910

Manuscript Census. Glazebrook served in an infantry unit, the Ashland Greys. He was
approved for a pension after he listed his disability on his May 22, 1900 application as
rheumatism, swelling of the feet, and old age. James Churchill Cooke was one of
Glazebrook's two witnesses. Cooke served in the Fourth Virginia Cavalry, Company G,
also known as the Hanover Dragoons. He applied for a pension April 22, 1918. That
year, the Virginia legislature had increased the maximum property allowed for receiving a
pension from $1,000 to $2,000. Cooke benefited from this change in the law for his
application listed assets totalling $1,896. He noted being "very severely wounded in battle
on the 10th of June 1864," and not recovering "for many years after the war." Cooke had
two Confederate pensioners who also served with him vouch for his service, Miles
Chandler King and Robert Christopher Hill, Sr.; see Pension Application for J. Churchill
Cooke, 1902 Roll.
88In 1900 the average household contained 4.7 members. The number of

household members dropped in 1910 to 4.1, and finally dropped to 3.9 by 1920. The
mode vacillated from three in 1900, up to four in 1910, and dropped to two in 1920. The
median was relatively stable, four for 1900 and 1910 and three in 1920.
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owned a farm and headed a household of five which included his wife, two daughters, and
a son. In 1910 he still farmed, but also sold sewing machines, and had a household of
four, his oldest daughter, Mollie, having left the home. In 1920 he was still head of
household, but this time with just one daughter. Littlepage applied for a pension October
9, 1908 citing old age. He received a pension from 1909 to 1923. He served in Company
D of the Fifty-third Virginia Infantry from April 1861 to April 1865 and being captured at
Gettysburg. William H. Turpin and James H. Burch, both Confederate pensioners who
served in the same unit, signed his application as comrades. Littlepage had another
Confederate pensioner, James Churchill Cooke, verify his residency. Cooke served in the
Fourth Virginia Cavalry, and was paroled from that unit March 4, 1865.89
In 1900 Joseph Upshur Fogg worked in the mercantile business, boarding in a
rented home of four. By 1910 he owned a house and headed a four person household
which included his wife, son, and sister. In 1920 he headed a household of six, adding a
son and a daughter. At the age of seventy-four, Fogg applied for a pension April 22,
1918, citing "chronic bronchitis, senility." He continued to receive a pension from 1918 to
his death in 1925, at which time his estate received a funeral expense of$25 from the
state. Fogg had served in Company K of the Thirty-fourth Virginia Infantry from his
enlistment on April 27, 1861 to the end when he was "compelled to leave, when R. E. Lee
surrendered." Dr. B. B. Bagby confirmed Fogg's residency, and William D. Lacy and B.

L. Farinholt validated his status as a Confederate veteran. 90 Lacy was a pensioner, and

89Pension Application for Lewis L. Littlepage, 1902 Roll; 1900, 1910, and 1920
Manuscript Census; Annual Report (1909-1923); Kenneth L. Stiles, Fourth Virginia
Cavalry, Virginia Regimental Series (Lynchburg, Virginia: H. E. Howard, Inc., 1985),
105.
90Pension Application for Joseph U. Fogg, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (19191925); 1900, 1910, and 1920 Manuscript Census. Joseph's sister, Leigh Fogg, was a
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Farinholt's wife, Lelia M. Farinholt, would apply for a pension after her husband died on
December 24, 1919. 91 Fogg's wife, Annie Temple Fogg, whom he married June 5, 1901
in Earlysville by Reverend White, applied for a pension October 1, 1934 at the age of
sixty-three. She would have been thirty and Fogg fifty-seven at the time of their marriage.
He died January 4, 1925 of old age. Annie Fogg added on her application that her
husband was "wounded in rout of Petersburg," a statement that Joseph fails to mention on
his application. 92
Table 19 separates by enumeration district for 1900 and 1910 the numbers of men
who rented versus owned their house or farm. Thomas D. Rice, a painter, rented a farm in
1900. His household at the time included his wife, three sons, and two daughters. In
1910 Rice rented a house with his wife and son. He received a pension from 1903 to
1916, his estate receiving a $25 funeral expense in 1917. He had applied for a pension
April 4, 1903 based on "rheumatism from exposure in service" having served in Company
D of the Fifty-third Virginia Infantry. He had eight signatures on his application to verify
his residency and service. Three of these endorsers, Andrew J. Blake, James H. Burch,
and Thomas L. Atkins, were Confederate pensioners who also served in Rice's unit. 93 A
fourth signer, George D. Powell, served in Company B of the Fifteenth Virginia Infantry,
but also signed the application as a Confederate veteran witness. Powell did not receive a

fellow boarder in 1900.
91Pension Application for Lelia M. Farinholt, 1902 Roll.
92Pension Application for Annie Temple Fogg, 1902 Roll.
931900 and 1910 Manuscript Census; Pension Application for Thomas D. Rice,
1902 Roll; Pension Application for Andrew J. Blake, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for
James H. Burch, 1902 Roll; Pension Application for Thomas L. Atkins, 1902 Roll.
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pension, but his wife, Maggie L. Powell, applied for a pension on June 26, 1915 after
George died of apoplexy on January 17, 1912. She received a pension from 1916 to

1923. Blake and Burch also signed Maggie L. Powell's application. 94
Ann Rebecca Hart owned a West Point home in 1900 with her sixty year-old white

servant, Nancy Burch. Ann listed herself in the census as a housekeeper. In 1910 she still
owned a home in the town, but was alone. She received a pension in 1900 and 1901
totalling $8.75 as the widow of William Elijah Hart, who had served in Carter's Battery. 95
Her pension lapsed until 1906 when she reapplied on June 5 of that year, receiving a
pension until 1923. 96 This time, she gave the death date of her husband as June 10, 1877
from disease. She also wrote that they married in 1860. She did not have any signatures
on her first application, which may have been a reason for her reapplication and lapse of
coverage. Her second application included two witnesses verifying her residency. 97 One
was L. D. Robinson, a census enumerator. The other was Andrew Willis Eastwood, who
had served in the Fifth Virginia Cavalry and whose wife applied for a pension on August

94Pension Application for Mrs. George D. Powell, 1902 Roll; Annual Report
(1916-1923). Maggie L. Powell had her initial application "DISALLOWED" for the
county revenue clerk had made a mistake and wrote that she had $750 in salary, which
would have made her ineligible. The clerk wrote back that he made an error and her true
salary was $0. The state made an adjustment the first year of Powell's pension by paying
her a $30 retroactive pension for 1915.
95Hart died of consumption in West Point after marrying Ann Rebecca in 1861;
see Pension Application for Ann Rebecca Hart, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (1900, 1901).
96Failure to file the requisite annual form may also explain this lapse in pension
disbursement, or she may have been ineligible under the pension conditions; see Annual
Report (1906-1923).
97Pension Application for Ann Rebecca Hart, 1902 Roll.
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8, 1927. 98 Hart had another Confederate veteran sign her application, William D. Lacy,
who served in the Fourteenth Virginia Infantry. Lacy received a pension for three years,
beginning in 1917, but his wife, Fannie M. Lacy, continued receiving a pension for another
four years after his death in December, 1919 in West Point 11 of artereo scholerosis &
chronic interstitial nephritis. 11 99
The ratio of non-heads of household renting versus owning in 1900 and 1910 are
illustrated in Table 19. The number of pensioners who did not head households rose from
six to fourteen between 1900 and 1910. John J. Hargrove was the only illiterate pensioner
among the six in 1900. Hargrove farmed while living on an owned farm with his illiterate
brother and niece in 1900. Hargrove, who served in Company Hof the Fifty-third
Virginia Infantry, applied for a pension on May 11, 1900 claiming disability from old age
(he was sixty-seven), sore leg, and pain in his back, hip, and legs. He received a pension
in 1900 and 1901 totalling $5.25. 100 The only illiterate pensioner among the 1910 nonheads of household was Bettie L. Moore ofEpsworth. She applied for a pension May 19,

1916. Her husband, James Monroe Moore, was killed January 13, 1898 when 11 Accidently
struck by a train while walking on a C & 0 trestle. 11 He had served in Company F of the
Fifty-third Virginia Infantry for eighteen months beginning in 1862, receiving a medical

98Pension Application for Wilma T. Eastwood, 1902 Roll.
99Pension Application for William D. Lacy, 1900 Roll; Pension Application for
Fannie M. Lacy, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1917-1923). The Lacys were married
November 19, 1872 by R. G. Henley. Fannie M. Lacy had two pensioners sign her
application, Joseph Upshur Fogg and William C. Nunn. Dr. B. B. Bagby signed the
application to confirm the death reason of Lacy's husband.
IOOpension Application for John J. Hargrove, 1900 Roll; 1900 Manuscript Census.
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discharge. Two of Moore's comrades signed Bettie's application, both having served in
Company Hof the Fifty-third, Thomas L. Atkins and Andrew J. Blake.101
The predominant vocation for veterans was farming. (See Table 20.) Thadeus F.
Campbell was one of thirty-five farmers in 1900 who were pensioned or would eventually
be pensioned. Campbell applied for a pension May 9, 1900, having served in Company C
of Robinson's Battalion of Heavy Artillery. He claimed rheumatism and heart disease as
his disability. Of the seven witnesses signing his application, only one was a King William
County pensioner, James Churchill Cooke. Campbell received a pension until 1902
totalling $10.50. 102
John A. Tarrant of Beulahville farmed along with twenty-two other veterans in
1910. He lived on his owned farm with three daughters. Tarrant applied for a pension on
March 31, 1918 claiming poor eyesight, an injured knee, and old age. He had served in a
reserve cavalry force under Colonel Roane beginning in June, 1864. Another Confederate
pensioner, Lewis N. Blake, signified on Tarrant's application that he served with him in the
same reserve force. 103 The distribution of occupations underscores the blue-collar
background for the pensioners. In 1900 six pensioners could be considered white collar,

101Pension Application for Bettie L. Moore, 1902 Roll. No explanation is given
for why Bettie L. Moore took so long to apply for a pension. She listed no assets on her
application. Unless she expended her properties in a year, the only other constraint would
be the time of marriage to a Confederate veteran. The Moores were married in 1867, but
the pension law would not have allowed her to claim a pension until 1912 when May 1,
1868 became the new cutoff date to claim a pension as a Confederate widow. She still
took four years after this new law took effect.
102pension Application for T. F. Campbell, 1900 Roll; Annual Report (19001902). Seventy-five year-old Campbell was a widower who had a niece living with him in
1900; see 1900 Manuscript Census.
1031900 Manuscript Census; Pension Application for John A. Tarrant, 1902 Roll.
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three involved in trade, a lumber inspector, one clerk, and one physician. Two pensioners
had no jobs listed in the 1900 census schedules for King William County.
Table 20 also lists the occupations registered by the widows. Some listed their
occupation as housekeeper, one was a weaver, and five out of the twelve in 1900 were
farmers. In 1910 and 1920 the majority of widows did not record an occupation.104
Alice Ashley Hancock of Palls applied for a pension June 26, 1924 after her husband,
George Washington Hancock, received a pension from 1910 to 1917. Alice listed
housekeeping as her occupation for 1920. Her illiterate husband served in Parker's
Battery from April 1862 until his capture at Sayler's Creek. Paroled three months after the
war after being a prisoner at Point Lookout, he and Alice Ashley were married April 26,
1883 at Epsworth Church by Reverend J.B. Askew. George died May 12, 1917 of

Brights disease. 105
King William County's Confederate pensioners, both veterans and widows,
received an annual disbursement from the state of Virginia based on need. The state
honored the sacrifices they made, the lives they lived, and a common experience shared in
the Civil War. These pensions were part of a southern movement providing for the relief
of these men and women who made up the soldiers and wives of soldiers of the
Confederate Army in the Civil War.

104Sixteen out of the twenty-three in 1910 and fifteen of the seventeen in 1920 did
not list an occupation.
105Pension Application for Alice Ashley Hancock, 1902 Roll; Pension Application
for George W. Hancock, 1902 Roll; Annual Report (1910-1917).

SUMMATION
Virginia's Confederate pension system was an important facet in the lives of many
veterans and Confederate widows beginning in 1888. This important social welfare began
as a post-war provision for veterans who lost their limbs during the Civil War, developed
into a commutation, and matured into an annual pension. Few opposition votes were cast,
a number from black legislators, as the legislation developed into a pension over the years,
but these opposing votes never hindered the passage of pensions. The state legislature
passed three important measures which expanded the coverage of pensions. These pieces
of legislation, instituted in 1888, 1900, and 1902, were virtually unanimously approved.
Virginia's Confederate pension law was implemented for the destitute veterans and
their widows. The state expended just over four percent of its entire disbursements from
1888 to 1927 on these pensions, which was one-third of Georgia's state budgetary
commitment to its Confederate veterans for the same period. Even when compared to
other states, Virginia's pensions were smaller than the average Southern Confederate
pension. Confederate pensions, as William H. Glasson surmised ninety years ago, paled in
comparison to the massive Federal pension system for Union veterans.
Widows constituted over half of the Virginia Confederate pensioners at its
inception in 1888. The percentage of widowed pensioners declined until 1905 when less
than one-third of all pensioners were widows. The proportion of widows increased
steadily so that by 1920 almost half of all pensioners were widows.
The miniscule amounts paid out to the pensioners was still an important
supplement for many of the state's pensioners, as witnessed by the 141 veteran and widow
pensioners in King William County. The pension recipients for this upper Tidewater, rural
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county came from a wide background, having predominantly served in infantry units.
Some pension recipients even had servants for many years before receiving a pension. In
some units, a strong social interaction existed which was manifest forty years after the
Civil War.
This thesis is an important part of a continuing work examining the post-Civil War
lives of veterans. Pensions were an important financial supplement to all veterans of the
Civil War. The circumstances under which Confederate pensions were disbursed is most
significant. The works of Theda Skocpol, Maris Vinovskis, and Gaines Foster laid an
important groundwork which opened the possibility of a more detailed exploration of the
effects the Civil War had on individuals who fought in the United States's greatest conflict.
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METHODOLOGY
The only means to determine the state pension legislation is to examine the
published journal records of the General Assembly for every year from 1865 to 1927. To
find this legislation it is necessary to examine the index for the Acts and Joint Resolutions
Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, Journal of the House of
Delegates, and Senate Journal looking under the following topics: artificial limbs,
commutation, confederate, disabled, maimed, pension, soldier, and wounded soldier.
Though an index may not be comprehensive, by looking in the index of all three major
publications of the General Assembly for a given year, any missing bills or proposals not
included in the index could be quickly traced down to the sponsor. A perusal of the
appropriations bill passed each year also helped to guide in the search for bill sponsors and
dates.
As detailed as the legislative review appears, the full record of what the legislators
proposed and when is not included. For one thing, the limitations of this thesis could not
contain every single detail. I reported on the highlights of legislative action, whether
resolutions, proposals, or final laws that affected the pensioners through an expansion of
eligible participants, increase in pension, or proposals that were killed, that appeared to be
precursors for future passed legislation. Newspapers were a disappointing source for help
in finding out why certain pieces of proposed legislation were turned down, but others
accepted. I was also unable to obtain any records of the activities in the legislative
committees.
The pensions paid out each year by Virginia were determined by searching the
Annual Report of the Auditor of Public Accounts from 1884 to 1927. The last year that
the Auditor enumerated pension disbursements was 1927. The previous year was the last
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year that a roster of Confederate pensioners was printed. Virginia's Confederate pensions
were distributed annually. The pensioners under the 1888 Pension Act were sent their
pensions May 1. The pensioners under the 1900 and 1902 Acts were sent pensions
September 1. When the Auditor of Public Accounts listed how much a pensioner
received, he frequently denoted if a pensioner was rerated. Rerating meant that a
pensioner was initially accepted for a pension, but may have subsequently become disabled
further, therefore qualifying for a different classification, and thus more money. Rerating
required a separate application. Also, since a form was required to be filed each year to
verify a pensioner's eligibility, late filing was possible. These pensioners may have missed
a pension one year, and then received a double pension the next year to make up for the
missed year. The Auditor of Public Accounts compiled rosters from 1888 to 1926. No
roster could be located for 1908, 1912, 1918, and 1924. As the years passed, the roster's
division of information improved. The 1888 Pension Act pensioners were separated only
by the first letter of their last name, though the county they lived in was included in the
entry. By the time the 1902 Pension Act was passed, the pensioners were separated first
by county, then by which pension act they were enrolled under, then by alphabetical order,
last name first.
To determine the number of pensioners in 1888, 1889, 1892, 1899, 1900, 1905,
1910, 1915, and 1920, a detailed counting was undertaken. The number of veterans and
widows were enumerated by determining the sex of the name appearing in the annual
rosters. The 1888 and 1889 rosters added "Mrs." in front of the name of each widow,
making the accounting for these two years easier.
The King William County pensioners were compiled from the microfilmed pension
applications under the 1888, 1900, and 1902 Pension Acts. The state's annual rosters of
Confederate pensioners as compiled by the Auditor of Public Accounts were then utilized
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to determine the years pensions were received, as well as the amount. From the
information gleaned from the applications, all veterans who received a pension or their
wives who were pensioners were searched for in the Virginia Regimental Series. 1 The
pensioners who were alive in 1900, 1910, and 1920 were then searched for in the
manuscript census for King William County on a line by line basis, as no comphrehensive
index exists.

1The definite unit for many of the veterans was determined with help from Lee A

Wallace, A Guide to Virginia Military Organizations, 1861-1865, Virginia Regimental
Series (Lynchburg, Virginia: H. E. Howard, Inc., 1986).
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TABLE 1: Virginia's Confederate Pensions Paid, 1888 to 1927
Total
Total Paid
% of Pensions
Total Paid
Total Paid
Pension
to Total
under1888
under1900
under1902
Exoe_nditures
YEAR Expenditures
eeasion Act
eension A~t eeasioa Act
1888
$64,455.00
2.1%
$64,455.00
1889
65,010.00
2.5%
65,010.00
4.3%
1890
116,190.00
116,190.00
1891
85,680.00
3.4%
85,680.00
99,205.00
3.0%
1892
99,205.00
1893
97,100.00
2.6%
97,100.00
1894
3.0%
109,705.00
109,705.00
1895
110,260.00
3.2%
110,260.00
1896
110,800.00
3.3%
110,800.00
1897
108,125.00
3.4%
108,125.00
1898
108,095.00
3.4%
108,095.00
1899
106,235.00
3.4%
106,235.00
125,373.50
3.5%
99,040.00
1900
$26,333.50
1901
130,553.00
3.6%
97,999.75
32,553.25
1902
204,591.00
5.2%
94,010.75
107,035.25
$3,545.00
1903
346,616.00
8.5%
85,120.00
201,361.00
60,135.00
7.3%
1904
309,819.25
79,020.00
135,378.25
95,421.00
1905
313,177.55
7.1%
79,713.50
123,230.75
110,233.30
1906
343,558.15
6.9%
77,034.10
130,667.85
135,856.20
1907
6.6%
335,497.00
70,335.00
119,639.20
145,522.80
1908
424,181.50
7.3%
78,037.00
143,755.75
202,388.75
1909
425,303.00
7.3%
73,151.00
136,358.00
215,794.00
1910
360,564.00
5.9%
66,564.00
75,389.00
218,611.00
5.5%
61,392.00
93,151.60
1911
361,697.60
207,154.00
6.1%
1912
436,234.50
55,767.00
102,979.80
277,487.70
1913
434,000.60
6.1%
50,903.00
94,642.00
288,455.60
6.5%
54,943.40
101,360.80
1914
496,058.00
339,753.80
6.0%
1915
478,723.60
49,124.40
429,599.20
#
6.3%
48,709.60
480,084.40
1916
528,794.00
5.5%
41,759.00
1917
501,048.00
459,289.00
6.9%
1918
692,596.84
5.4%
1919
680,286.00
5.0%
1920
820,252.50
3.7%
1921
807,067.50
755,342.50
3.2%
1922
3.6%
1923
947,131.50
2.8%
1924
712,955.75
931,094.00
2.8%
1925
2.8%
1926
917,702.50
2.6%
966,066.45
1927
4.2%
TOTAL $15,967,145.79
SOURCE: Annual Report of the Auditor of Public Accounts, 1888-1927.
#The Auditor's reports did not distinguish between the amounts paid under the 1900 and
1902 pension acts beginning in 1915. Beginning with the 1918 Auditor's Report, the
amounts paid under all three pension acts were not described.
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A

TABLE 2: Virginia's Confederate Pension Legislation, 1888 to 1927
CID"'
CID"'
G
B
E.
E
H

2 eyes, feet,

1 arm, leg

Tot Disable:

Part Disable:

hands, or
hand and foot

foot, hand,

Wounds

or~e

or Old A_g_e

Wounds
or Old A_g_e

Mar 5, 1888

$60

$30

$30

$15

$30

Mar7, 1900

100

50

30

15

40

Apr2, 1902

100

50

*30

*15

Mar 10, 1908

150

65

36

Mar 12, 1912

150

65

Mar 21, 1916

180

85

DATE

Widows:

Widows:

Husbands Husb Lost
Lost in War Since War

Widow
Hospital

Funeral

Ex-

Marriage

Max

Max

Matrons

El!Q_enses

Slaves

Elioibilitv

Salarv

Pr~

$300

$1,000

$25

300

1000

40

25

150

500

24

40

25

$40

$25

May 1
1866

200

750

36

24

40

25

40

25

May 1
1868

200

750

50

35

50

35

50

25

May 1

200

1000

300

2000

Feb 28, 1918

180

85

75

55

50

50

50

25

1868
May 1
1870

Mar 11, 1922

250

130

130

100

76

76

50

25

May 1

300

2000

25

1877
Dec31

300

2000

400

2000

Mar 8, 1924

260

140

140

110

80

80

80

$25

1882

Mar 13, 1926

270

150

150

120

90

90

90

25

25

Jan 1
1886

Apr18,1927

Jan 1
1890

SOURCE: Virginia, Acts and Joint Resolutions Passed by the General Assembly of the State of Virginia, 1888-1927.
*The pensions paid for wounds and old age for partial or total disability were the same.

\0
\0

100

YEAR
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929

TOTAL

TABLE 3: Comparison of Georgia's and Virginia's State Expenditures
on Confederate Pensions, 1886-1929
Total State
Percentage of Pensions
Total Pensions
to Total Disbursements
Disbursements
Georgia
Virgiaia
Georgia
Georgia
~irgioia
~irgioia
NIA
$1 300.00
NIA
0.029%
$4 453 393.10
NIA
57,760.00
NIA
3.6%
1 583 818.47
NIA
NIA
$64455.00
65 010.00
116190.00
85680.00
99205.00
97100.00
109 705.00
110 260.00
110800.00
108125.00
108095.00
106 235.00
125 373.50
130 553.00
204591.00
346616.00
309,819.25
313177.55
343 558.15
335497.00
424181.50
425,303.00
360,564.00
361,697.60
436,234.50
434,000.60
496058.00
478723.60
528794.00
501,048.00
692596.84
680286.00
820,252.50
807067.50
755342.50
947131.50
712 955.75
931 094.00
917702.50
966,066.45

NIA
NIA
$15,967' 145.79

26900.00
160,400.00
185 610.00
183,220.00
588 415.00
432,500.00
425120.00
426380.00
546090.00
574960.00
610120.00
653,060.00
707 017.50
861 065.00

NIA
876165.00
884,215.00
874996.80
907,455.00
958787.00
955 071.50
967694.00
965,461.25
1 224,209.00
1 250,940.00
1 219075.40
1176 050.00
1 118,092.16
1,071 395.50
1,187,541.20
1 267353.15
1 313473.75
1 330484.00
2,552,961.00
1 092,920.50
1197 434.74
1 642,717.57
1 213,482.09
5 065,684.70
1 919500.60
1 713,666.64
1,091 731.82
$43,483,474.87

2.1%
2.5%
4.3%
3.4%
3.0%
2.6%
3.0%
3.2%
3.3%
3.4%
3.4%
3.4%
3.5%
3.6%
5.2%
8.5%
7.3%
7.1%
6.9%
6.6%
7.3%
7.3%
5.9%
5.5%
'6.1%
6.1%
6.5%
6.0%
6.3%
5.5%
6.9%
5.4%
5.0%
3.7%
3.2%
3.6%
2.8%
2.8%
2.8%
2.6%

NIA
NIA
4.2°!.

1.3%
4.5%
8.7%
4.8%
19.0%
17.5%
13.7%
15.5%
16.1%
21.5%
17.8%
19.5%
16.8%
18.7%

NIA
21.8%
22.0%
20.5%
19.2%
20.0%
17.1%
17.5%
17.0%
22.5%
22.2%
16.7%
19.7%
11.0%
16.0%
15.8%
15.2%
14.1%
12.0%
19.3%
8.4%
9.6%
9.8%
6.8%
21.1%
7.0%
6.2%
3.7%
12.5%

$3 039199.04
2648674.83
2 695 659.66
2 491177.35
3350123.32
3754629.05
3602570.97
3404097.92
3 347 399.17
3151 282.09
3200257.92
3111 430.80
3,535 343.28
3597 881.17
3948267.29
4076716.19
4239396.04
4428776.07
4954693.21
5063430.28
5,786 018.70
5 795191.24
6099479.95
6530040.48
7183 467.53
7118 578.09
7645357.07
7 994571.85
8 353 991.54
9094126.42
10087380.10
12 651 765.43
16 517 994.07
22,065,404.62
23 702 201.94
26 562 012.58
25156 940.74
33 108 972.67
32,371 260.84
36,532 825.75

NIA
NIA
$381,998,587.26

2019103.07
3574500.28
2131 793.08
3 840 778.61
3 128 788.41
2464188.42
3100 798.94
2739756.32
3374567.50
2672994.63
3423448.20
3 353160.36
4,220 342.03
4616 885.31

NIA
4021 324.80
4016186.07
4260844.36
4 714509.64
4797 469.59
5570 295.51
5529576.75
5675028.80
5 450 294.21
5627668.59
7 281 030.10
5 967 651.97
10 102 791.09
6 625 416.54
7525949.06
8332569.69
9 316825.05
11 055 325.37
13,201 542.22
12 984 534.82
12 528 838.41
16 739,474.39
17 909 603.51
23 927 224.16
27 039 557.29
27 614 938.25
29 676 772.36
$347,966 824.74

SOURCE: See Table 1 and James R. Young, "Confederate Pensions in Georgia, 1886-1929."
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TABLE 4: Confederate Veterans and Widows Receiving
Commutations and Pensions in Virginia, 1884 to 1920

YEAR
1884
1886
1887
1888
1889
1892
1899
1900
1905
1910
1915
1920

Veterans

989
1,383
1,198
1,167
1,225
1,653
2,097
8,514
8,435
10,296
8,200
5,618
SOURCE: See Table 1.

Widows

Percentage
Widows

*

*

1,284
1,319
1,604
1,372
3,083
3,756
5,124
4,499
4,220

52.4
51.8
49.2
39.5
26.6
30.8
33.2
35.4
42.9

Total
Pensioners
989
1,383
1,198
2,451
2,544
3,257
3,475#
11,601
12,200
15,421
12,699
9,838

*Pensions began in 1888. Only Confederate veterans could receive
a commutation.
#The gender of six pensioners could not be determined from the
name of a pensioner alone in 1899, four in 1900, nine in 1905,
and one in 191 O.

d Ed

TABLE 5: P
% of Pensions
Total
YEAR
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927

~

$64455.00
65010.00
116190.00
85 680.00
99205.00
97 100.00
109 705.00
110 260.00
110 800.00
108125.00
108 095.00
106 235.00
125 373.50
130 553.00
204591.00
346 616.00
309 819.25
313177.55
343 558.15
335497.00
424181.50
425303.00
360564.00
361 697.60
436234.50
434000.60
496058.00
478 723.60
528 794.00
501 048.00
692596.84
680286.00
820252.50
807067.50
755342.50
947131.50
712,955.75
931 094.00
917702.50
966066.45

TOTAL $15,967,145.79

to Total
Disbursements
2.1%
2.5%
4.3%
3.4%
3.0%
2.6%
3.0%
3.2%
3.3%
3.4%
3.4%
3.4%
3.5%
3.6%
5.2%
8.5%
7.3%
7.1%
6.9%
6.6%
7.3%
7.3%
5.9%
5.5%
6.1%
6.1%
6.5%
6.0%
6.3%
5.5%
6.9%
5.4%
5.0%
3.7%
3.2%
3.6%
2.8%
2.8%
2.8%
2.6%

4.2%

tion E

Total of
Pensions and
Education
$793 649.84
887962.35
904877.65
930,270.97
1012842.30
1 039,038.55
1019420.09
1057894.98
1070151.56
1 017709.06
1086644.20
1066828.55
1122 224.02
1 100 227.08
1 223 876.77
1364755.00
1126 872.16
1 391 045.09
1 447 035.73
1716549.83
1 924816.51
2027655.00
1 982174.93
2 007 234.61
2 236 849.10
2 256 664.14
2 414108.83
2540576.49
2647234.87
3117557.15
3 232166.89
3952804.87
4103 676.88
5 245737.52
6057 411.13
6 031 346.03
5 917 161.57
5 956 327.15
6 060 473.18
6363329.63

$98,455, 182.26

dit

to Total Virainia State Disb
% of Pension

and Education to
Iotal Disbursements
26.1%
33.5%
33.6%
37,3%
30.2%
27.7%
28.3%
31.1%
32.0%
32.3%
34.0%
34.3%
31.8%
30.6%
31.0%
33.5%
26.6%
31.4%
29.2%
33.9%
33.3%
35.0%
32.5%
30.7%
31.1%
31.7%
31.6%
31.8%
31.7%
34.3%
32.0%
31.2%
24.8%
23.8%
25.6%
22.7%
23.6%
18.0%
18.7%
17.1%

25.8%

-

Total
Di§bursements
$3 039 199.04
2648674.83
2695659.66
2 491177.35
3 350, 123.32
3 754629.05
3602570.97
3404097.92
3 347 ,399.17
3151 282.09
3200257.92
3111 430.80
3535343.28
3 597 881.17
3948267.29
4076 716.19
4239396.04
4428776.07
4954693.21
5063430.28
5, 786 018. 70
5 795191.24
6099479.95
6530040.48
7183 467.53
7118 578.09
"{ 645 357.07
7994571.85
8353991.54
9 094126.42
10 087 380.10
12 651 765.43
16 517 994.07
22 065 404.62
23 702 201.94
26 562 012.58
25156 940.74
33108 972.67
32,371 260.84
36 532 825.75

i381,998,587.26

1888
Total Paid
for 1888
eimliiO!l Act
$64,455.00
65omoo
116190.00
85,680.00
99,205.00
97,100,00
109 705.00
110 260.00
110 800.00
108125.00
108095.00
106 235.00
99040.00
97999.75
94 010.75
85120.00
79020.00
79 713.50
77 034.10
70,335.00
78037.00
73151.00
66564.00
61 392.00
55767.00
50,903.00
54943.40
49124.40
48709.60
41 759.00

27

Total Paid
, for 1900
Pension Ag

$26333.50
32,553.25
107035.25
201 361.00
135 378.25
123 230.75
130 667.85
119 639.20
143 755.75
136,358.00
75389.00
93151.60
102 979.80
94642.00
101 360.80
429599.20
480084.40
459289.00

Total Paid
for 1902
Pensioll.Act

$3545.00
60135.00
95 421.00
110,233.30
135 856.20
145522.80
202388.75
215 794.00
218611.00
207154.00
277487.70
288455.60
339753.80

SOURCE: See Table 1.

0
N

103

TABLE 6: Average Disbursement for
Virginia's Confederate Pensioners, 1888 to 1920
Pensions
Average
Total
YEAR
Pensioners
Disbursed
Disbursement
$26.30
1888
2,451
$64,455.00
25.55
1889
2,544
65,010.00
30.46
99,205.00
1892
3,257
30.57
1899
3,475
106,235.00
10.81
1900
11,601
125,373.50
25.67
313, 177.55
1905
12,200
23.38
1910
15,421
360,564.00
37.70
478,723.60
1915
12,699
83.38
1920
820,252.50
9,838
SOURCE: See Table 1.
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TABLE 7: Virginia's Confederate Pensions Returned
. Ex~enses, 1900 t 0 1927
an d Pens1on
Pensions
Disbursements Percentage Pension
YEAR
Disbursed
Returned
Returned
Ex~enses
1900
$125,373.50
1901
130,553.00
$5.00 0.00004
1902
204,591.00
266.00 0.001
$828.46
1903
346,616.00
1,476.84
40.00 0.0001
1904
309,819.25
30.00 0.0001
1905
313,498.66
700.50 0.002
321.11
1906
343,558.15
2,450.15
1907
335,497.00
4,120.36
1908
424,181.50
65.00 0.0002
5,683.31
1909
425,303.00
7,956.20 1.9
6,303.51
1910
360,564.00
6,555.69
1911
360,498.60
1,199.00 0.003
6,270.97
1912
434,745.30
1,489.20 0.003
7,252.94
1913
424,185.00
9,815.60 2.3
1914
487,813.90
8,244.10 1.7
1915
471,279.35
7,444.25 1.6
8,974.20 1.7
1916
519,819.80
8,455.00 1.7
1917
501,048.00
1918
8,467.80 1.3
633,149.44
1919
680,286.00
12,309.50 1.8
1920
820,252.50
8,875.00 1.1
1921
807,067.50
9,772.50 1.2
1922
9,697.00 1.3
755,342.50
1923
947, 131.50
12,691.50 1.3
1924
712,955.75
6,122.00 0.009
1925
931,094.00
15,011.50 1.6
1926
917,705.50
1927
15,823.40 1.6
966,066.45
SOURCE: See Table 1.
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TABLE 8: Confederate Pensions Disbursed to Residents
.. s CT
1 1es an dC oun f 1es, 1908t0 1926
0 fV"1rgm1a
Pensions
Pensions
Percentage
YEAR
in Counties
in Cities
in Counties
1908
$392,436.50
$31,745.00
92.5o/o
1909
381,769.00
43,534.00
89.8
1910
317,768.00
42,796.00
88.1
1911
323,345.70
38,351.80
89.4
1913
392,062.60
41,938.00
90.3
1914
446,196.40
49,861.60
89.9
1915
428,992.00
49,731.60
89.6
1916
473,171.20
55,622.80
89.5
1917
446,011.00
55,037.00
89.0
1919
602,133.50
78,152.50
88.5
88.0
1920
721,617.50
98,635.00
1921
702,505.00
104,562.50
87.0
1922
659,705.50
95,637.00
87.3
87.3
120,270.00
1923
826,861.50
1925
802,301.50
128,792.50
86.2
1926
785,860.50
131,842.00
85.6
SOURCE: See Table 1.
I

TABLE 9: Comparison of Widows and Veterans
in Cities and Counties, 1910, 1915, and 1920
1910

Total Widows
Cities
Counties
Total Veterans
Cities
Counties

1915

1920

Pensioners Percentage Pensioners Percentage Pensioners Percentage
5,124
100.0
4,499
100.0
4,220
100.0
758
793
15.5
16.8
894
21.2
4,331
84.5
3,741
83.2
3,326
78.8
10,296
702
9,594

100.0

TOTAL PENSIONERS 15,421
Cities
1,495
Widows
793
Veterans
702
Counties
13,925
Widows
4,331
Veterans
9,594

100.0

6.8
93.2

9.7
53.0
47.0
90.3
31.1
68.9

8,200
632
7,568

12,699
1,390
758
632
11,309
3,741
7,568

100.0
7.7
92.3

100.0
10.9
54.5
45.5
89.1
33.1
66.9

5,618
524
5,094

9,838
1,418
894
524
8,420
3,326
5,094

100.0
9.3
90.7

100.0
14.4
63.0
37.0
85.6
39.5
60.5

SOURCE: See Table 1.
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TABLE 10: Comparison of Virginia's Confederate Pensioners
·
Random Sample of Cities and Counties. 192
Pensioners
White Po~ulatio
Widows Veterans Total Widows Veterans
17
6,472
6,239
6
11
158
3,179
73
85
3,043
51
1,361
1,292
16
35
152
4,451
Cam~bell
62
90
4,298
Chesterfield
3,580
69
25
44
3,501
Dickenson
2,863
30
49
2,434
19
3,933
Fau_g_uier
63
19
44
4,020
2,640
Giles
62
89
2,494
27
1,237
Greenesville
20
26
1,132
6
1,236
46
23
23
1,207
H~Iand
1,088
King_ William
33
16
17
1,014
69
2,207
LunenbufJI_
20
49
1,906
3,969
224
Mon!g_omery
70
154
4,167
2,442
2,307
11
5
Northam~ton
6
190
3,347
Patrick
90
100
3,346
2,118
Princess Anne
11
19
1,845
8
4,804
146
4,970
Roanoke
66
80
184
5,466
109
5,795
Shenandoah
75
16
973
3
13
941
SUl'fY
7,241
194
7,217
56
138
Washin_g_ton
64,607
1,120 1,806
63,168
686
Total Counties
CITIES
4,518
4,031
27
11
Alexandria
16
4,406
84
4,785
41
Danville
43
4,999
5,459
76
30
PetersbufJI_
46
2,714
3,267
36
18
18
Staunton
223
16,637
17,542
100
123
Total Cities
2,029
81,244
80,710
809
1,220
TOTAL
COUNTIES
Accomac
Amherst
Bland

21+
Percent Pensioners to White Po_E: Percent Widows
Total
Widows Veterans
Total
to Pensioners
12,711
0.1%
0.2%
0.1%
35.3%
6,222
2.3
2.8
2.5
46.2
2,653
1.2
2.7
1.9
45.7
8,749
1.4
2.1
1.7
40.8
7,081
0.7
1.3
36.2
0.9
5,297
0.7
1.2
0.9
38.8
7,953
0.5
1.1
0.8
30.2
5,134
1.0
2.5
1.7
30.3
2,369
0.5
1.8
1.1
23.1
2,443
1.9
1.9
50.0
1.9
2,102
1.5
1.7
48.5
1.6
4,113
0.9
2.6
29.0
1.7
8,136
1.8
3.7
31.6
2.8
4,749
0.2
0.2
54.5
0.2
6,693
2.7
3.0
47.4
2.8
3,963
0.4
0.6
42.1
0.5
9,774
1.4
1.6
45.2
1.5
11,261
1.4
1.9
40.8
1.6
0.3
1,914
18.8
1.4
0.8
14,458
0.8
1.9
28.9
1.3
127,775
1.1
1.8
38.0
1.4
8,549
9,191
10,458
5,981
34,179
161,954

SOURCE: Annual Report of the Auditor of Public Accounts, 1920.

0.3
1.0
0.9
0.7
0.7
0.9

0.3
0.9
0.6
0.6
0.6
1.5

0.3
0.9
0.7
0.6
0.7
1.3

59.3
51.2
60.5
50.0
55.2
39.9

......
0

-.....)
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TABLE 11: King William County's Confederate Pensioners,
Rec1_1!_1en
. . ts an d All!J> r1cants, 1888 to 1934
Pensioners
Total
YEAR Veteran Widow Pensioners
1888
3
6
9
1889
9
4
5
1890
3
7
4
1891
6
4
10
1892
5
3
8
1893
5
3
8
1894
6
4
10
1895
6
4
10
1896
6
4
10
1897
6
4
10
1898
7
4
11
1899
7
4
11
1900
11
51
40
1901
10
39
29
1902
8
24
32
1903
9
25
34
1904
10
39
29
1905
31
9
40
1906
11
39
28
1907
11
36
25

1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1933
1934

Percent
Widows
66.7
55.6
42.9
40.0
37.5
37.5
40.0
40.0
40.0
40.0
36.4
36.4
21.6
25.6
25.0
26.5
25.6
22.5
28.2
30.6

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA

28
29
31

13
13
12

41
42
43

31.7
31.0
27.9

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA

27
20
19
19
17

14
14
12
13
15

41
34
31
32
32

34.1
41.2
38.7
40.6
46.9

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA

19
18
17
14
13

13
16
16
16
16

32
34
33
30
29

40.6
47.1
48.5
53.3
55.2

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA

9
8

11
11

20
19

55.0
57.9

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA
NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA

NIA
NIA
NIA

NIA

NIA
NIA

Veteran
A~icants

6

1

Widow
Total
Applicants AHii cants
5
11

1

1

29
2
4
2
4
5
2
3
4
2
2
2

1

7
1
2
1
2
1
2
2

2
1
3
3
1
8
1
1
1

2

36
3
6
2
5
5
4
4
6
4
2
2

1
3
1
1
2
2
2
1

2
1
4
6
2
9
2
3
3
2

1
3
1
1
1
4
1
2

1
3
1
1
1
4
1
2

NIA
NIA
NIA
NIA
NIA
SOURCE: See Table 1 and Confederate Pension Applications, King William County.

umt or ::;erv1ce ror Km~ l w1111am "'oun~s l;Onreaerate 1-1ens1oners
Veterans Percenta_g_e Widows Percenta_g_e Combined Percenta_g_e
Unit of Service
Artille_!Y
18
16.7%
20.5%
9
27
19.0%
Caval_!Y
20
11.1
22.7
6
26
18.3
46
68.5
52.3
37
83
58.5
lnfan~
Unlisted
4
3.7
4.5
2
6
4.2
88
100.0
TOTAL
100.0
54
142
100.0
Service Confirmed
68
105
37
77.3%
Percenta_g_e
73.9°/o
68.5%
SOURCE: Confederate Pension Applications, King William County, 1888, 1900, 1902
Pension Rolls, 1888-1934 and Virginia Regimental Series.
1AtsLt: 1;l:
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TABLE 13: Wounds Listed by King William County's
~ d erate Pens1oners
.
. A~I'1caf ions
C one
on Th eir
Pension
Act
Enrolled
Wound
1888
1900
1902
unlisted
3
4
2*
a_g_e
15
14
ankle
1
arm
1
1
blindness
1
1
bronchitis
1
cancer
1
consum_p_tion
1
dro_p_s_y_
1
1
d_ysente_!Y
1
elbow
1
hand
2
1
heart
2
2
hemorrha_g_e
1
hernia
1
4
kidney
2
knees
2
3
3
le_g_
2
para~sis
2
prostate
rheumatism, prima_!Y
4
24
5
rheumatism, seconda_!Y
1
2
ru_p_ture
2
severe~ wounded
1
shoulder
1
soft brain
1
stomach
SOURCE: Confederate Pension Applications, King William
County, 1888, 1900, 1902 Pension Rolls, 1888-1934.
*James H. Burch and George Washington Hancock did not put
down a reason for disability when they applied under the
1902 Pension Act, but both were prisoners of war.

TABLE 14: King William County's Confederate Pensioners Average Length
f Pension Receiot.. 1888.. 1900.. and 1902 Pension Act
1900 Act
1888 Act
1902 Act
Veterans Widows
Veterans
Widows Veterans Widows
Pensioners
8
41
6
10
39
23
5.5
6.3
14.8
6.2
Av_g_. Years Receivin_g_ Pension
14.8
7.7

Pensioners
Av.JJ_. Years Receiving Pension
SOURCE: See Table 1.

Total
Veterans Widows
39*
88
6.6
8.4

TOTAL
COMBINED
127
7.2

*Fifteen widows received a pension after 1926, the last year a roster of Confederate pensioners was printed.
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Table 15: Comparison of King William County's Confederate Pension
APPiication Sianers for Four Selected Unit
Fifty-third
Ninth
Twenty-second
Virginia Infantry
Virginia Infantry
Virginia Cavalry
UNIT:
Com_e.anies B, D, H
Com£anies B, F, H
Com~anyG
10
14
Veteran Pensioners
8
15
Widow Pensioners
4
0
14
29
TOTAL PENSIONERS
8

Carter's
BatteJY

11
8

19

Application Signers
Receiving Pension

16

30

7

27

4

11

2

16

Signing for Own Unit
Receiving Pension
SOURCE: See Table 12.
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5

1
1
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1900 Census
1910 Census
1920 Census
Number Percenta_g_e Number Percentage Number Percenta_g_e
Total Pensioners
123
83
53
36
Widows
29.3°/o
33
39.8o/o
62.3%
33
87
Veterans
50
70.1
60.2
37.7
20
6
Pensioners with Servants
9.5
7
10.3
7.1
2
63
51.2
58
69.9
Pensioners Found in Censu
52.8
28
SOURCE: 1900, 191 O, and 1920 Manuscript Census, King William County, Virginia.
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TABLE 17: Illiteracy Rates of King William County's Confederate
Pensioners, 1900, 1910, and 1920
1910 Census
1900 Census
1920 Census
Percent
Number Percent Number
Number Percent
83
Pensioners
123
53
9
18.0%
Illiterate Veterans
19
2
10.0%
21.8o/o
1
3.0
Illiterate Widows
2
5.6
3.0
1
10
12.0
Overall Illiteracy Rate
21
17.1
3
5.7
8
13.8
12
19.0
1
3.6
llliteraq Rate of Pensioners Found in Census
3
42.9
26.7
4
llliteraq Rate of Renters to Total Renters
SOURCE: See Table 13 and Table 16.
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TABLE 18: King William County's Pensioners, Heads of Household,
1900, 1910, and 1920
1900
1910
1920
Census
Census
Census
63
58
Pensioners Found in Census
28
Heads of Household
57(90.5°/ol 43174.1%1 20 _{_71.4°/ol
15 (26.3)
Renters
7(16.31
NIA
42 (73.7)
Owners
36 (83.71
NIA
Avera_g_e Household Size
Mode
Median
Average Household Size with
Pensioner as Head of Household

4.7
3
4
4.5

4.1
4
4
3.8

3.9
2
3
3.4

SOURCE: Table 16.

Vl

TABLE 19: King William County's Confederate Pensioners,
Non-Heads of Household 1900 and 191 O
1900
1910
Pensioners Percenta_g_e Pensioners Percentag_e
100.0°/o
Total Non-Heads of Household
6
14
100.0o/o
16.7
Live in Rented House or Far
3
1
21.4
83.3
Live in Owned House or Far
5
11
78.6
16.7
2
Live in House
1
14.3
83.3
Live on Farm
5
12
85.7
SOURCE: Manuscript Census, King William County, Virginia, 1900 and 1920.
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TABLE 20, Part A: Occupations of King William County's
Confederate Veteran Pensioners, 1900, 1910, and 1920
1900
1910
1920
Occu_p_ation
Pensioners Pensioners Pensioners
farmer
35
23
3
jgrass miller
4
3
3
2
ca~enter,_p_ainter, brickl'!}'._er
merchant
3
2
1
mariner
1
1
lumber inspector
1
1
clerk
1
1
1
~ustice of~eace
[Q_h_ysician
1
1
2
unlisted
2
5
TOTAL
51
35
11
TABLE 20, Part B: Occupations of King William County's
Confederate Widow Pensioners, 1900, 1910, and 1920
1
jWeaver
1
5
5
1
~armer
1
3
1
housekee_p_er
16
15
3
unlisted
12
23
17
TOTAL
SOURCE: See Table 16.

CHART 1: Amount Spent on
Virginia's Confederate Pensions
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